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1. PREFACE 
  
 The Owaka Township Reserve Management Plan is a guide for the future 

development, maintenance and management of the town’s reserves. 
Prepared under the Reserve Act 1977, it is intended to facilitate the provision 
of recreational activities and public enjoyment whilst retaining the open space 
value of the reserves. There are a number of different groups of people who 
use the town’s reserves – tourists’ visitors, local residents, dog owners and 
family groups 

 In preparing this plan, recreation opportunities and facilities within the 
reserves were evaluated with consideration of how they contribute to the 
broad spectrum of recreational activities/public use presently and in the future. 
It is important to take a long term view and the aim of the plan is to facilitate 
the best management for the town’s reserves by providing a guideline for 
control, use, maintenance and preservation.  

 Council approved the Owaka Township Reserves Management Plan on 14 
August 2014. 

 
 This plan is operative for 10 years from the date above and will remain under 

regular review during this period to meet the above aim.  
 
1.1 Purpose of the Reserve Management Plan 
  
 The Reserves Act 1977 (‘the Act’) requires the Clutha District Council (‘the 

Council’) to prepare Reserve Management Plans for all land classified as 
‘reserves’ under Council control.  

 This Reserve Management Plan (‘the Plan’) has been produced to provide 
guidance on the future Council management of the Owaka Township 
Reserves. The objectives and policies in Section 7 will aid the Council in 
decision making regarding the management and future development of the 
towns’ reserves.  Section 41 of the Act states:  

 
”The Management Plan shall provide for and ensure the use, enjoyment, 
maintenance, protection and preservation, as the case may require, and 
to the extent that the administering body’s resources permit, the 
development, as appropriate, of the reserve for the purpose for which it 
is classified…” 

 
 The plan relates to use, enjoyment, protection, maintenance and development 

of the Reserve, and the purpose of its classification as a Recreation Reserve 
under the Act.  Section 17 of the Act states that recreation reserves are 
provided: 
 
 “For the recreation and sporting activities and the physical welfare and 
enjoyment of the public and for the protection of the natural 
environment and beauty of the countryside, with emphasis on the 
retention of open spaces and on outdoor recreational activities…” 
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1.2 Reserve Management Plan Procedure 
 
The Act defines the procedure for preparing Reserve Management Plans as 
outlined in diagram 1.1 below.  Once the plan is adopted by Council it can be 
reviewed at any time to adapt to changing circumstances.   

 
Figure 1.1 – Reserve Management Plan Development Process 

Notification of Intent to Prepare a Reserve 
Management Plan

The Community is notified of the intention to undertake 
preparation of a Reserve Management Plan and call for 

written suggestions from the community

Receipt of Suggestions and Key 
Stakeholder Consultation

Any public submissions are taken into 
consideration in the preparation of a draft 

Reserve Management Plan

Preparation of the Draft 
Management Plan

The draft Reserve Management Plan 
is prepared and released for public 

submissions 

Public Submissions
Written submissions on the draft Reserve 
Management Plan are received from the 

community.  Submitters will indicate whether they 
would like to verbally represent their submissions 

at a joint Council hearing

Council Hearing
Council holds a hearing for verbal submissions to 

be made

Amendments and Adoption of Reserve 
Management Plan

The Reserve Management Plan is amended as a 
result of the submissions made.  Council then 
adopts the final Reserve Management Plan

Implementation of Reserve Management Plan
The Council implements the Reserve 
Management Plan through day-to-day 

management of the park and the development of 
the park’s vision
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2. INTRODUCTION 
  
2.1 Location  
 
 The Owaka Township with a population of 303 residents is a small town in 

South Otago in the southern South Island of New Zealand. It is the largest 
community in the rugged, forested Catlins area, close to the border with 
Southland, some 35 km south of Balclutha on the Southern Scenic Route. 

 The town's name comes from the Maori for "the place of canoes", a reference 
to the town's location close to the Owaka River, which joins the Catlins 
River three kilometres (2 miles) from the town, close to the coast. The town 
was originally called Catlins River, then Quakerfield. 
Refer to Figure 2.1 and 2.2 overpage for a map and Street map aerial 
photograph. 
 

2.2 Legal Descriptions and Areas 
 
 The Owaka Reserves and land are as listed below and outlined on Fig 2.3 

Owaka Township Reserves and Land.  
 
2.2.1 Owaka Adventure Playground (Reserve A) 
 The Owaka adventure playground in Owaka is located on the main road. The 

reserve is administered by the Clutha District Council.  
 Address: Main Road/Waikawa Road 
 Certificate of Title: 121053 (part) 
 Land Proprietor: Clutha District Council 
 Legal Description:  PT SEC 133 BLK VIII GLENOMARU SURVEY DISTRICT 
 Land Area: 3370m2 (digitized) 
 Assessment: 2881111400 
 Certificate of Title: OT13A/457 (all) 
 Title Proprietor: Clutha District Council 
 Legal Description: SEC 115 SO 15698 
 Land Area: 779m2 (surveyed) 
 Assessment: 2881110801 
 
2.2.2 Owaka Combined Sportsground (Reserve B) 
 The Owaka Sportsground is located on Waikawa Road and is managed and 

operated by way of the Owaka Combined Sports Body.  
 Address: 43 Waikawa Road 
 New Zealand Gazette Notice 1983 page 337 
 Land Proprietor: Department of Conservation 
 Statutory Description: Owaka Recreation Reserve  
 Legal Description: SEC 155 BLK VIII GLENOMARU SURVEY DISTRICT  
 Land Area: 2.8085Ha (surveyed) 
 Assessment: 2881109500 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Owaka_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catlins_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catlins_River
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 Certificate of Title: OT4B/88 (all) 
 Land Proprietor: Clutha District Council 
 Legal Description:  SEC 3 BLK VIII GLENOMARU SURVEY DISTRICT 
 Land Area: 2226m2 (surveyed) 
 Assessment: 2881109400 
 
2.2.3 Owaka Historic Museum and Reserve (Reserve C)  
 Address: 10 Campbell Street 
 Certificate of Title: 437852 (all) 
 Land Proprietor: Clutha District Council 
 Legal Description: Section 1 SO 379297 
 New Zealand Gazette Notice 2008 page 2941 
 Statutory Description: Local Purpose (site for community buildings) Reserve 
 Land Area: 5500m2 (surveyed) 
 Assessment: 2881104300 
 
2.2.4 Owaka Swimming Pool (Reserve D) 
 The Owaka Swimming Pool is located on Ovenden Street is owned by the 

Clutha District Council but managed and maintained by the Owaka Swimming 
Pool Committee.  

 Address: Ovenden Street Owaka  
 Certificate of Title: OT4D/139 (all) 
 Land Proprietor: Clutha District Council 
 Legal Description: SEC 130 BLK VIII GLENOMARU SURVEY DISTRICT 
 Land Area: 1.0433Ha (surveyed) 
 Assessment: 2881117600 
 
2.2.5 The Owaka Memorial Community Centre (Reserve E) 
 Address: 3 Ovenden Street 
 Certificate of Title: OT3C/1333 (all) 
 Proprietor: Clutha District Council 
 Legal Description: SEC 126 AND SEC 128 BLK VIII GLENOMARU SURVEY 

DISTRICT 
 Land Area: 6220m2 (surveyed) 
 Statutory Description: Community Centre Site  
 New Zealand Gazette Notice 1969 page 32 
 Assessment: 2881117700 
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Fig 2.1 - Aerial Map of Owaka Township 
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Fig.2.2 - Street Map of Owaka Township 
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Fig 2.3 Owaka Township Reserves and land  
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3. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
 The Owaka Area has a proud history which stretches back to pre-European 

times.  
 
 ‘Owaka’ is a Maori word which translates to ‘place of the canoe’. This name is 

thought to have come from another common activity in the area - construction 
of waka from the large trees which grew near the Catlins Lake.  

 
 Known then as Owarker, Owaki or Owake, Owaka was first settled by 

Europeans in 1865, with the original township being closer to ‘The Landing’ on 
the Owaka River than its present location. 

 
 Milling of native forests was the mainstay of the economy in the early days of 

European settlement. The arrival of the railway in 1896 sealed shipping’s fate, 
and the town actually moved a few kilometres to its current location to meet 
the railway.  

 
 Agriculture became the mainstay of the area’s economy, and has remained so 

since. However, the rugged beauty of the area is attracting interest and 
tourism related activities  

 
4. THE VISION FOR OWAKA TOWNSHIP 
 
 To develop a town identity, encourage a vibrant economy and enhance the 

amenity and recreational values.  
 
4.1. Objectives and Policies 
 
4.1.1 Objective One: 

 
Provide recreational facilities in the Township of Owaka to serve local 
residents, the wider community and visitors.  

 
4.1.2 Issues  
 

Maintain the range of facilities within the Owaka Township including: 
 

• Open space (Recreation Ground) 
• Adventure Playground 
• Owaka Memorial Community Centre 
• Museum  
• Central Open Space Area  
• Swimming Pool  

 
4.1.3. Objective Two 

 
Manage and enhance the recreational Areas in the Owaka Township. 



12 
 

4.1.3 Issues 
 

• Define, recognize and enhance the recreational values of the domain area  
• Develop and design signage that is unique to the Owaka Township    

area. 
• Ensure that the signage provides effective communication of the domain, 

public information, rules and regulations, directions.  
• Progress the plan for the installation of a “Waka” on the Central Open 

Space area.  
 

4.1.4. Objective Three 
 

Implement the provisions of this Plan through appropriate management of the    
Owaka Township involving the Owaka Going Forward Group and other 
interested people.   
 

4.1.5 Issues  
 

• Recognise, consider and follow other statutory documents in 
implementing this Management Plan.  

• Ensure this Management Plan is reviewed 10 years after adoption or 
earlier if required.  

• That dogs are managed in accordance with the Council’s current policy on 
dogs and dog control laws.  

 
4.1.6 Objective Four 
 
 Develop opportunities within Owaka Township for Recreational activities. 
 
4.1.7 Issues 
 

The CDC will work in conjunction with the Owaka Going Forward Group and 
other interested parties to best collaborate on a range of outcomes for the 
Owaka Township. 

 
5. MANAGEMENT AIM 
 

The basis for the management of Reserves is explained in the Reserves Act 
1977. 
 
That is: 
 
1. To provide for the recreation activities and physical welfare and 

enjoyment of countryside, with the retention of open spaces and on 
outdoor recreational activities. 

 
2. The aim of this management plan is to provide a framework for 

equitable and accessible recreation for local residents, the wider Clutha 
District, and visitors as appropriate. 
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Management planning is a process for determining the management direction 
that the Community and the Clutha District Council would like to apply to 
Reserves and publicly maintained Greenspace Areas and land (see Fig 2.3).  
This includes the identification of the ways in which management direction can 
be achieved.  Management plans under the Reserves Act should outline the 
Council’s general intentions for use, development and maintenance of its 
reserves. 
 
The aim of the Reserves Act is to ensure that the development and enjoyment 
of the reserves are based on sound planning and that, through the public’s 
involvement, the needs of the public are clearly identified. 

 
6. MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES 

 
Management objectives provide a framework in which the management 
direction can be achieved.  It is fundamental to Reserve and Greenspace 
Management that objectives and policies are clearly defined, so decisions 
regarding any activity proposed or carried out in the Owaka Township are 
made in accordance with those objectives and policies 
Subject to and in addition to the recommendations for the town, the following 
objectives and policies apply. 

 
6.1 General 
 

• To provide recreational opportunities. 
• To minimise conflict and interference between recreationists. 
• To maintain and improve the quality of the existing recreation 

environment. 
• To manage the reserves and Greenspace areas and public land in 

accordance with its classification of Recreation Reserve under the 
Reserves Act 1977. 

 
6.2 Use 
 

• To promote and facilitate use of the Towns reserves and public land 
based on identifiable recreational demands that are compatible with the 
character and sustainability of the area.   

 
6.3 Public Access 
 

• To permit freedom of public access to the reserve/greenspace areas and 
public land. 

 
• To facilitate public access to the reserve/greenspace at a level that can be 

sustained without detriment to the area or the quality of the users’ 
recreation experience. 
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6.4 Open Space 
 

• To manage and promote the open space values of the Council’s reserves 
and Greenspace areas outlined in Fig 2.3. 

 
6.5 Protection 
 

• To manage and protect the natural amenity values of the Town. 
 

7. MANAGEMENT POLICIES 
 
7.1 Administration 

 
The Reserve areas and Public space areas in the Owaka Township are 
administered by the Clutha District Council. Input from local organisations, 
committees, user groups, or individuals having suitable expertise and interest 
in the town reserve areas will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis in 
accordance with this Management Plan. 

 
8. PROHIBITED AND RESTRICTED ACTIVITIES 
 
8.1 Signs 
 

There are a number of signs throughout the Owaka Township. It is proposed 
that after this RMP has been adopted that all signage in and around the 
Owaka Township will be reviewed and rationalized for the travelling public.  
 

8.2  Camping / Fires / Vegetation 
 
Certain activities are restricted or prohibited because of the effects they may 
have on a reserve or upon public enjoyment. The Reserves Act 1977, Council 
By-laws and Policies determine which activities are specified as Prohibited in 
this management plan. 
 
a.  To prohibit overnight camping in the reserves – except as permitted for 

Self-contained vehicles by CDC’s Freedom Camping Bylaw. 
 
b. To prohibit the lighting of fires. 
 
Uncontrolled fires are a hazard to any surrounding protected flora and fauna. 
Restrictions on use will lower the chance of fires becoming out of control. 
 
c. To prohibit the removal or damage of any tree, shrub or plant material 

within the reserve without Council authorisation. 
 
Vegetation is an important component of a reserves value. No trees may be 
removed or trimmed without Council resource consent. 
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8.3  Dogs 
 
Dogs may be exercised on a Reserve provided they are under continuous 
control as defined in Section 6.3 of Council Dog Control Bylaw 1997. There is 
also responsibility to remove any faecal matter the dog may produce as 
defined in Section 7 of the Bylaw. See Appendix 2 (page 18) for Sections 6 & 
7 of the Bylaw. 
 

8.4  Modes of Transport 
 

• To permit freedom of pedestrian access in a 
• Reserve except when access is restricted in the interests of safety to 

pedestrians for specified activities. 
• Modes of transport are to be permitted in accordance with public safety. 

 
8.5  Maintenance 

 
The Reserves and Greenspace areas need to be maintained to a standard 
which facilitates safe and enjoyable use of the open space and facilities 
located thereon. Maintenance issues include mowing of the grassed area, 
weed control, drainage and ground conditions, tree control, and the general 
maintenance of the facilities located on reserve areas. The maintenance of 
reserve areas in Owaka is currently undertaken by Council’s Greenspace 
Contractor. The Recreation Ground is looked after at a local level by the 
Combined Sports Body committee.  The public land area behind the Owaka 
Swimming Pool is currently grazed. 
 

9.  RESERVE ENVIRONMENT 
 

9.1  Physical Environment - Climate  
 
The Catlins region is prone to weather patterns which originate from the sub-
Antarctic ocean. Dramatic changes in weather are frequent with calm, sunny 
days suddenly becoming cool, wet and windy ones. Summers can be hot, with 
temperatures occasionally approaching or exceeding 30 degrees Celsius; 
winters, by contrast, are often bitterly cold. The mean daily maximum 
temperature varies between approximately 20 degrees in summer and 9 
degrees in winter. 

 
The Owaka area has an average annual rainfall of about 1300mm.  It is 
reliable throughout the year.  The rain is beneficial to the local agricultural 
industry and to maintaining the surrounding forests.  
 

9.2  Topography and Soil 
 

9.2.1 Flora  
 
Most of the hills of the Catlins are clothed in Rimu, Kamahi, Rata and Silver 
Beech forest. Collectively the forest forms the largest area of native forest on 
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the east coast of the South Island. A feature of the forest is the abundance of 
ferns, mosses and perching plants due to the high volume of rainfall.  
 

9.2.2 Fauna  
 

Bellbirds, Tui, Wood Pigeons, Parakeets, Fantails, Tomtits, the rare Mohua 
and Grey Warblers are likely to be seen in and around the Owaka/Catlins 
district.  
 

10.  EXISTING USE AND FACILITIES 
 
10.1 Sportgrounds 
 

The recreation area at the corner of Waikawa Road and Hugh Street is 
maintained by the Owaka Combined Sports Body that is funded each year by 
way of an operating grant from Council.  The operating grant is adjusted 
annually for inflation.  
 
The north-east area of the ground houses a concrete block toilet facility the 
old Rugby Club change and shower rooms.  The toilets are generally locked 
but are available for use if there is an event on the recreation reserve.  
At the eastern end of the recreation reserve there is a full concrete block 
changing room facility, rugby clubrooms and bowling club facilities.  
 
 

    

 Figure 10.1.1 Owaka Sports Field     Figure 10.1.2 Toilets and ‘Corporate Box’ 

10.2 Owaka Swimming Pool 
 

Owaka has a heated swimming pool which is run and maintained by a 
committee of passionate locals. The swimming pool is located on Ovenden 
Street and is next to the Owaka Memorial Community Centre.  The long path 
entrance to the pool is framed by a memorial to CJ Connell who gave his life 
to save others at Long Point. The pool is surrounded by a grassed area which 
is maintained by Council’s Greenspace contractor. The heated pool is 25 
meters long and is used approximately 6 months of the year.  
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 Figure 10.2.1 Memorial to CJ Connell Figure 10.2.2 Owaka Swimming Pool 
 
10.3 Owaka Historic Museum 
 

The Owaka Museum Wahi Kahuika – the Meeting Place opened in October 
2007 and is situated in the centre of Owaka on the Council Reserve in 
Campbell Street. The site was old railway land. The complex accommodates 
the Catlins information centre and library. The adjacent area is maintained by 
Council’s Greenspace Contractor.  

 

 

Figure 10.3.1 Owaka Historic Museum 

10.4 The Owaka Memorial Community Hall 
 

The Owaka and District Memorial Community Centre built by the Owaka 
Memorial Community Centre Committee, was opened on 10 May 1968. The 
Hall is located in Ovenden Street and is the central recreation meeting place 
for the Owaka Township. The hall is surrounded by grassed areas and garden 
plots. These are currently maintained by the Council Greenspace Contractor.  
The building accommodates facilities for Plunket, movie screening, a fully 
equipped registered kitchen, meeting room and a large hall. 
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In 2013 the Owaka Memorial Community Centre committee completed a 
number of upgrades to the hall.   

 

 

Figure 10.4.1 Owaka Memorial Community Centre 
 

10.5 Playground 
 

The adventure playground in Owaka is located on the Main Road.  The 
grounds are maintained by the Council’s Greenspace Contractor. The fence 
and car park area would benefit from an upgrade. The play equipment is in 
reasonable order and maintained by the Council contractor.  
 

 

Figure 10.5.1 Owaka Adventure Playground 

10.6 Toilets 
 

The toilets are well sign posted and are located on Waikawa Road. The 
facility is on private property and Council currently pays a lease.A sum of 
$130,000 is budgeted in the Long Term plan for a new toilet block to be 
constructed.  The location of the new toilet is yet to be finalised.  
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The toilet block is maintained by the Clutha District Council’s Greenspace 
Contract.  The toilet block is of concrete block construction and has recently 
been painted.   

 

Figure 10.6.1 Owaka Public Toilets 
 
 
11.  CONSULTATION  
 

In early 2013 a request was received from the Owaka Going Forward Group 
to develop a long term plan for the Owaka Township Reserves and Public 
Spaces. 
 
As part of the overall town development it is appropriate that the District 
Assets Committee recommend to Council the intention to proceed with a 
Reserve Management Plan.  
 
With this in mind, a report was presented to the District Assets Committee in 
March 2013 with the intention to develop a management plan for the Owaka 
Township Reserves. 
 
In April 2013, Council resolved the following: 
 
“That Council Reserve Management Plans be developed over the next 
12 months for: 

• Owaka Township Reserves and Public Spaces.” 
 
 

 
11.1  Formal Reserve Management Plan Process 
 

The intention to prepare a Draft Owaka Township Reserves Management 
Plan was notified on 1 November 2013, with submissions closing on 19 
December 2013.  
 



20 
 

A total of five submissions were received during the notification period.   
 
A proposal has also been received from Land Search and Rescue (SAR) 
Catlins in March 2013 requesting permission for a new garage and permanent 
base on the Recreation Reserve ground.  Land SAR Catlins has consulted 
with other users of the ground and letters supporting their proposal are 
attached.  Council considered this request at the same time as the Draft RMP 
Document and have included it for wider public consultation.  
 
A summary of these submissions is attached to the RMP as appendix three.  
 

 A Draft RMP was prepared on the basis of the submissions received.  The 
draft was adopted by Council on 10 April 2014. 

 The final round of submissions on the Draft Owaka Township Reserves 
Management Plan was called for in June 2014. A total of fifty submissions and 
two petitions with over a hundred signatures were received. Five of the written 
submissions are from previous submitters.  

A summary of the final round submissions are outlined in the attached table: 

 

11.2 Owaka Township Reserves Management Plan - Final Submissions  

SUBMITTER ISSUES PROPOSED RESPONSE 
Heather Abernethy 
Alan Burgess 
Barry Burgess 
Helen-May Burgess 
Harriet Burgess 
John Burgess 
Karl & Melanie Burgess 
Martin Burgess 
Robyn Burgess  
Catlins Coast Incorporated 
Catlins Promotions 
Aileen Clarke 
Steve Clark 
Lisa and Chris Given 
Andrena and John Hattrill 
Max Harrison 
Catlins Land SAR 
Anne-Marie Holland & Mark Spinks 
Rodney and Joanne McCraw 
Tracy MacCreadie 
Alex MacCreadie  
Bruce McGill 
Keith McNab  
Mike and Anabel McPhee 
Owaka Going Forward  
Owaka playcentre  
Fergus Sutherland  
Catlins Senior Citizens  
The Southland District Health 
Board  
Petitions – 111 signatures  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Generally in support of the Draft 
Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
- No changes are made to 

the Draft Plan 
 



21 
 

Finlay Abernethy  - Generally in support of the 
Draft Plan  

- Need for better storm water 
control in Owaka Domain. 
 

Recommendation: 
No changes are made to the 
Draft Plan 
 

Rebecca and Cameron Burgess  
Warren and Stephanie Burgess  
 
 
 
 
 
Owaka Combined Sports Body 
 
Helen and Andy Keen  
 
 
 
Dawn Smith  
 
 
Catlins Land SAR  
 
Greg & Sue Stott 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary Sutherland 

- Generally in support of the 
Draft Plan however,  

- Would like the proposed planting 
in the town to be done in 
consultation with the concerned 
parties.  
 

- Suggests that the plantings 
suggested by the OGF group are 
not necessarily ideal for the 
Owaka Sportsground field. 

- Visibiity may be compromised.  
 

- Concerned about ongoing 
maintenance of new landscape 
area. 

- Requests more rubbish bins  
- Requests safer footpaths.  
- Does not agree with the 

proposed plantings at entrance to 
the toilets at the sportground.  
Would prefer this area to be left 
as a grassed area  

- Would like the plantings to be 
reviewed to exclude plants that 
require regular maintenance for 
their upkeep. 

- Tree assessment – recommends 
that this should be incorporated 
into the Owaka Going Forward 
Landscape Plan.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
That the OGF group liaise and 
work with organisations to 
finalise planting options for the 
Owaka Township. 
 
 
 
 
 

Owaka Swimming Baths 
Committee 

- Generally in support of the 
Draft Plan  

- That the Owaka swimming pool 
continues to be funded each year 
by way of an operating grant from 
Council.  

- That the area identified in the 
plan continues to be managed by 
the Owaka swimming Pool 
Committee.  
 

 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
No changes are made to the 
Draft Plan 

Sarah Lyon  
Dane Catherwood  

- Does not support new toilets 
for Owaka or the proposed 
location.  

- Would like to have had local 
artists design the waka and 
landscape.  

- Would not like an increase in 
rates. 

 

 
 

Trevor Hewson  
 

- Would like improvements 
made to all 4 road entrances 
into the town. 

- Does not support the placing of a 
structure in the reserve area.  

- Refurbish the old toilets.  
- Main street upgrade should be 

restricted to sorting out storm 
water issues. 

 
Council has budgeted $130K for 
the construction of new toilets in 
Owaka.  The location and type of 
toilet facility will be finalised in 
conjunction with the Owaka 
mainstreet upgrade.  
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- Is concerned at the loss of 
storage space for stockpiled road 
chip 
 

DJ McIntosh 
Suzanne Carruth 

- Would like Council to carry out a 
survey in Owaka to ascertain the 
support for the SS waka. 

- Do not believe that the legislative 
requirements have been met.  

- Are unhappy that local talent was 
not utilised. 

- Are not supportive of new toilets  
 
 

 
Public consultation process has 
been completed with two rounds 
of submissions to the Owaka 
Township reserves Management 
Plan. 
 
The new toilet location will be 
addressed and finalised as part 
of the Owaka Upgrade.  
 

Glenda and Chris Landreth - Generally in support of the 
Draft Plan  

- Would like the car parking area at 
the Owaka Memorial Hall 
extended.  
 

Recommendation: 
No changes are made to the 
Draft Plan 
 

CCS Disability Action - Would like good access that 
benefits all members of the 
community. 

- Would like the CDC and the OGF 
group to consult with and work 
collaboratively with people with 
access needs when planning 
future developments in Owaka. 

 
 

Recommendation  
Would like the CDC and the 
OGF group to consult with and 
work collaboratively with 
people with access needs 
when planning future 
developments in Owaka.  
 

Belinda Penn - Is not supportive of the Waka  
- Is NOT supportive of the Waka 

design or material to be used?  
Would prefer a tree carved in the 
traditional way to give it more 
mana.  
 

Recommendation: 
No changes are made to the 
Draft Plan 
 

Janine and Gordon Thomson  - Generally in support of the 
Draft Plan  

- Would like more seating available 
especially on the Museum 
reserve.  

- Would like the path from the main 
road to the museum improved for 
pedestrian traffic.  

- Supports the landscape proposal.  
- Would like larger and more 

rubbish bins in the town and an 
increase in emptying over the 
summer months.  
 

 
Consideration of seating and 
path will be addressed in the 
Councils 2015/25 Long Term 
Plan and budgeted for 
accordingly. 
 
 
Larger bins will be considered as 
need increases.  These can be 
funded from the Non Routine 
budget.  

Bev and Clive Craigie 
 
 
JB and BR Walker  

- Are Not supportive of the waka 
- For several reasons – cost and 

potential to vandalism  
- Do not support the waka 
- Expressed concerns regarding 

the on-going maintenance of the 
proposed new plantings. 

 

 
Recommendation: 
No changes are made to the 
Draft Plan 
 

Dallas Wilson  - Would like to see 4 set of cattle 
gates made larger for the 
exit/entry areas to Owaka to 
acknowledge farming in the 
community. 

Adventure Playground  

 
 
 
 
 
Consideration for these 
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- Would like new playground 
equipment  

- Coin operated BBq’s 
- Would like additional picnic 

tables and chairs and rubbish 
bins 

- Would like car park around the 
community centre improved.  

Recreation Grounds  
- Would like new black iron gates 

with concrete pillars.  
- Does not want to pay additional 

rates for the above.  
 

additional issues may be dealt 
with in the Councils 2015/25 
Long Term Plan and budgeted 
for accordingly.  

Tineke Scott - Would like grazing rights for the 
Owaka Community swimming 
pool block formalised.  
 

 

 
12.  RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
12.1 Reserve and Public Space Management  
 

The management of the Owaka Reserves and public space areas is expected 
to continue as it is at present. This means that an overall reserve 
management committee will not be established.  The overall responsibility will 
remain delegated to the District Assets committee of Council in consultation 
with local interested groups.  For example the combined sports body will 
continue to manage the recreation grounds; the swimming pool area will 
continue to be maintained in conjunction with the swimming pool committee 
etc. 
 
Recommendation 12.1 
 
It is recommended the Owaka Reserves/Greenspace and public land 
management remain with the District Assets Committee of Council in 
consultation with existing user groups as required.  
 

12.2 Public Space and Reserves Maintenance  
 

 The areas currently maintained by Council are expected to continue to be 
maintained by Council. This excludes the Recreation Ground which is 
considered under the Sportsground recommendation. 
 
The detailing of the proposed additional plantings outlined in the Owaka 
Township Upgrade will require further discussion for reasons of safety and 
visibility.  
 
It is proposed that maintenance of the gardens will be allocated to community 
groups.To accomplish this, the Owaka Going Forward group will approach 
Community Groups to adopt a garden and be responsible for the care and 
maintenance in that plot.  
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  Recommendation 12.2 
 

That the Owaka Going Forward group consults with interested 
organisations when finalising planting options.  

 
12.3 Future Development of Reserve Areas 
 

The detailing of landscaping proposed for Owaka Township has been put out 
for public consultation and comment by the Owaka Going Forward Group.  
These plans include a stainless steel stylised waka and have been presented 
at a public meeting and have been available in Owaka for comment.  A copy 
of these plans is included as an appendix to this RMP. 

 
  Recommendation 12.3 
 

It is recommended that future development of reserves and public 
spaces will be in accordance with the plans developed by the Owaka 
Going Forward Group in consultation with interested groups.  
 

12.4 Car Parking 
 

There are no defined parking areas for buses or cars near the reserves in 
Owaka. It is proposed that after this RMP has been adopted that car parking 
will be addressed as part of the main street development.  
 
Recommendation 12.4 
 
It is recommended that clear parking zones are developed for all 
different vehicle types as part of the main street redevelopment.  
  

12.5 Signs 
 

A number of Council staff have identified that the road signage through 
Owaka is confusing and is a road safety hazard.  An initial assessment has 
indicated that to renew and rationalize the key signage area it is estimated to 
cost $14,000. This funding is available with the 2014/15 Roading Budgets and 
this work will be completed in conjunction with the main street upgrade.  

 
  Recommendation 12.5 
 

That the Owaka Township Main Road signage is reviewed and 
rationalized with replacements funded up to $14,000 from the existing 
2014/15 Roading Budgets. 
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12.6 Sportgrounds  
 
  Recommendation 12.6  
 

It is recommended that the Owaka Sports Body retain the use of the 
Domain grounds and maintain the area within the current operating 
grant as proposed in the Draft RMP.   
 

12.7 Toilets 
 

A sum of $130,000 is budgeted in the Long Term plan for a new toilet block to 
be constructed.  The preferred location for the new toilets is in the adventure 
Playground. The final location and design of the new toilet is yet to be 
finalised.  
  
Recommendation 12.7 
 
That the location and design of the new toilet facility in Owaka will be 
confirmed in consultation through the District Assets Committee as 
proposed in the Draft RMP.  
 

12.8 Trees / Plantings 
 

All trees in the Owaka reserves will be identified and assessed by a qualified 
arborist as required. This assessment will identify those trees that require 
regular maintenance or removal because they pose a safety risk or are dead. 
Plantings will be monitored by the Council Greenspace Contractor. 
 
Recommendation 12.8  
 
That the trees in the Owaka Reserves are inspected by a Registered 
arborist every 5 years or more frequently as required, and that the 
Clutha District Council apply for long term consent for maintenance 
work that is identified from the inspections.  Renewal of amenity 
plantings will be in consultation with the District Assets Committee. The 
cost for on-going maintenance work will need to be budgeted. 
 

12.9 Land SAR Catlins Proposal 
 

The Land SAR Catlins propose to build a garage and permanent base on the 
Owaka Recreational Reserve (see appendix 3). It is anticipated that the 
existing Old Rugby Club change and shower rooms will be the headquarters 
for their operations and that this will be considered by the Owaka Combined 
Sports Bodies Committee.  
 
Recommendation 12.9 
 
That the Land SAR proposal be retained as proposed in the Draft RMP.  
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12.10 Rubbish Bins  
 
 There are currently 3 small rubbish bins in the Owaka Township. The bins are 

emptied once a week by the Council contractor however, there have been 
occasions where the bins are overflowing and rubbish is left on the ground. It 
is proposed that 3 larger bins be installed to minimise the overfilling of the 
current bins. Council will review the emptying of the bins during busy periods.  

 
Recommendation 12.10 
 
That larger capacity bins be installed in the Owaka Township in 
consultation with the Owaka Going Forward Group and that the bins will 
be funded from existing budgets.  
 

12.11 Disability Access  
 

It is reported that 26% of the Otago population have a disability. The 
proportion of the population with disabilities will increase as the population 
ages. Council will need to consider the development of unintended barriers to 
access during the planning of the Owaka upgrade.  
 
Recommendation 12.11 
 
That Council and the Owaka Going Forward Group consult and work 
collaboratively with people with access needs when planning future 
developments in Owaka Township.  

 
12.12 Lease and License to Occupy 

 
The Owaka Swimming Pool block adjacent to 22 Royal Terrace and Keatoa 
Terrace is currently grazed and maintained by a local resident. The 
arrangement has worked well in the past with the resident maintaining the 
block by way of spraying, clearing gorse, bee control and erecting new fences 
where necessary at no cost to Council.  
 
Leasing of reserve areas enable sports organisations, private enterprises or 
community organisations to provide facilities to the public.  
 
Recommendation 12.12 
 
That the existing lease arrangements with the adjacent land owner be 
formalised and renewed on a 3 yearly cycle from 1 September 2014 
subject to consultation with the Catlins Ward Councillor for each lease 
renewal.  
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12.13  Additional Seating, Playground Equipment and BBQ’s  
 

These additional amenity items could be considered in the future as part of 
the Owaka Going Forward development proposal included in the RMP.  The 
group could work with interested parties and individuals in the community to 
fund these additions and this would be consistent with the intent of the RMP. 
 

13. REVIEW CLAUSE  
 

Under the Reserves Act the Management Plan must be reviewed every ten 
years. However, within the ten year period it is beneficial to have activities 
permitted by Council via the District Assets Committee. 

 
Additionally, on the decision of Council, a recommendation to review the 
Management Plan may be reviewed within the ten year period with 
consideration given to the cost of any review.  
It is recommended that the Management Plan may be reviewed prior to the 
statutory ten years on the decision of Council.  
 

14.  CONCLUSION 
 

In considering the recommendations from these submissions, the overriding 
factor must be the funding required in achieving any initial improvement, 
development, provisions of facilities and the subsequent ongoing 
maintenance/servicing costs into the future in the Owaka Township.   
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Summary of First Round Submissions 

   
Submitter  Address Content 
Catlins 
Promotions  
C/o Fergus 
Sutherland  

Papatowai  RD 
2  
Owaka 9586 

Recreation Ground:  
- The centennial entrance gates need to be 

replaced/upgraded 
Adventure Playground : 

- Would like to see the new toilets located in this area  
- Toilet design to be considered  

Owaka Memorial Community Centre and grounds: 
- Amenity and screening planting needs to be upgraded 

especially the northern boundary.  
Nicola Parkins  2 Waikawa Rd  

Owaka 9586 
Recreation Reserve: 

- Suggest roadside advertising for local sporting fixtures.  
Adventure Playground: 

- Would benefit from new fencing, more picnic tables and 
larger rubbish bins. 

Owaka Museum and Surrounds: 
- The reserve area would benefit from a two more picnic 

tables made by local graft people. 
- Is in support to Continue with the bird and boating theme. 

Owaka Memorial Community Centre: 
- Would like ideas to celebrate the farming community.  

Owaka Swimming Pool and surrounds: 
- Develop signage boards by local school children to display 

available resources.  
Catlins 
Historical 
Society 

10 Campbell 
Street  
Owaka 9586 

Owaka Museum and Reserve 
- Maintain the open grassed areas to the current standard 
- Develop a planting plan that ties in with existing planting. 
- Develop and design signage that is effective. 
- Would like the Reserve next to the Museum to be named. 
- Develop a well-lit walkway between the main road and the 

museum to attract visitors. 
- Supports new toilets.  
- Develop clear parking zones. 
- Continue the current relationship between Catlins Historical 

Society and Council.  
Owaka Going 
Forward Group  

 Owaka Swimming Pool 
- Supports Council maintaining the lawn areas and car park. 
- Establish a planting plan  

Adventure Playground 
- Supports Council contractor to maintain area.  
- Would like the car park enlarged and more user friendly.  
- Supports the area being developed by community groups. 
- Would like suitable parking signage installed.  
- Would like appropriate fencing installed. 

Recreation Area 
- Continue to be maintained by the Owaka Sports Body  

Reserve area surrounding the Museum 
- This site is considered the best option for the planned waka 

sculpture. 
- Supports Council contractor to maintain area 

Toilets  
- Supports the installation of new toilets.  Location and 

design to be finalised. 
Aileen and 
Steve Clarke 

 - Supports the submission forwarded by the Owaka Going 
Forward Group  
 

Land SAR 
Catlins  

 - Proposal:  would like to build a new garage with radio room 
and training area, and use the existing Old Rugby Club 
rooms as a Search Rescue headquarters.  
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