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Building
Consents

I From the Mayor

With our representational review,
consultation over the Milton
Community library/pool complex, and
the battle over the Dunedin Hospital
rebuild there are so many issues
that we need your assistance
on. But one issue “Three Waters
Reform has the ability to
change the financial wellbeing
of all councils and their
residents, its evolving rapidly,
and with so much at stake we
would really appreciate your consideration on the matter.
Despite council’s best efforts, most critical components are
out of our control. We know that the wider public are over
this topic, it's complicated and the Facebook fantasiers that
got the initial reform so wrong and dumped us all in this
debacle, continue to spread confusion and misinformation.
Unfortunately by the time the inevitable rate increases
capture peoples focus it will be too late.

Clutha’s standard position moving forward is that our Long
Term Plan (LTP) process categorically showed that we are
incapable of remaining solvent if we continue to stand
alone. We remain willing to talk to all councils and consider
all options and we are committed to complying with the
ever-increasing standards. There are historical factors we
can not overlook, we have the 3rd longest water network
in New Zealand, and we have a waste or water scheme for
every 287 connections.

Mayor Bryan Cadogan
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We consulted in our LTP for $611 million in capital
expenditure/operational expenditure over 10 years. Very
quickly it became obvious that we are being told to solve the
unsolvable, the only cold comfort is that no other council in
New Zealand has managed to either.

The Government insists that they will not assist councils other
than extending councils debit ceilings to 500% of revenue
and extending the term of loans from 30 to 50 years. In
addition Councils are now compelled to formulate their own
water plans and enter into negotiations with other councils to
form allegiances.

This is proving to be a process fraught with danger. Recently
Selwyn District Council offered to consider facilitating a
coalition of non-contiguous councils into some organisational
form of collaboration. This has been one of a handful of
options Clutha has been contributing to, and offered, in my
opinion the best hope to establish a sustainable grouping
with the critical mass required.

About 20 councils in the South Island were invited to provide
figures and be considered. We were obviously keen to see

the results but were disappointed when we were informed

by Selwyn District that only four councils had provided their
details. That was two months of working constructively on
collaboration, as directed by Wellington , now obliterated. But
worse still it has undermined our confidence as to the true
intentions of other councils. This is a dirty game, the stakes are
high and our options are diminishing.

Read More —
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From the Mayor continued..

The clock’s ticking with all water plans
needing to be completed by next
September.

This example gives an insight into

the extreme risk that this process is
producing, with the inevitable outcome
being small sub optimal groupings and
unnecessary increases in debt and rates
for all.

We're not going to get too many more
chances, and after over five years of
doing everything we can to comply

with consents and Central Government
demands around 3 waters reform, we are
entering the dangerous end phase.

We will keep you updated as best we
can, but | suspect there is going to be a
few surprises before we move onwards
and upwards.

Parade

available from Council’s website

Saturday December 7, 1pm

Saturday December 7, 10am - 2pm

Looking ahead to the Santa

It's not long now until the Clutha District
Santa Parade. One of the largest FREE
community events in the area, bringing families
together to kick off the Christmas season.
Bursting with vibrant floats, lively music, local
community groups, businesses, sports teams,
and a special appearance by Santa himself!
Registrations are open for anyone wanting to take part. Forms are

...and don’t forget the Christmas Market

The Christmas Market is run by a separate entity but coincides with
the parade. Stalls fill the main street of Balclutha and must remain in
place until 2.00pm. Stall fee - $30.00 per site.

Information on both events: www.cluthaddc.govt.nz/santa-parade

spotlight on / Building Consents
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Key Features of
Objective Build

What can you do in Objective Build?

Objective Build makes applying for and managing
building consents consistent, transparent, and efficient.
It is a central hub for everything related to your building
consents — with content centrally located and easily

Our building consent customers

can now apply for consents through
Objective Build, a new online

service which will allow consistency,
transparency, and quality in Clutha
District Council’s building applications.

The Objective Build system has been
built after interviews with over a
hundred builders, architects, designers,
and industry professionals across

New Zealand to ensure it meets their
needs. It improves the ability to reuse
information across applications, clearly
see the status of an application, action
required updates, and manage a consent
throughout the lifecycle.

Clutha District Council Building and
Regulatory Services Manager, Malcolm
Sinclair, says that the new online system
will provide better transparency and
more functionality than our current
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processes, helping to streamline the
building consent process from start to
finish.

“Objective Build is already being used by
many Councils across New Zealand’, said
Mr Sinclair.

“The new system will make applying

for and managing building consents
consistent, transparent and efficient.
Customers will be able to apply for

new consents online and will have real
time access to application and consent
documents, as well as progress updates,
within a central, easily-accessible online
hub.”

Key features of Objective Build include
simplified and consistent application
processes for building consents,

Code Compliance Certificates (CCC),
Certificates of Acceptance (COA) and
Project Information Memorandums (PIM),

New online service for applying for building consents

Siart a new applcrtion

collaboration and sharing functionality to
ensure all organisations and customers
have access to the information they
need, as well as status tracking and
update abilities.

Many building and construction
industry professionals may already use
an Objective Build account to handle
their applications, which will assist in
streamlining their business processes.
Those that are unfamiliar with Objective
Build are invited to visit our website and
read our Frequently Asked Questions
about the new system.

Clutha District Council has also engaged
Objective Build representatives to

host an information evening for local
customers and building or construction
professionals who are interested in
learning more about Objective Build.

www.cluthadc.govt.nz/objective-build
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spotlight on / Our Place volunteers

Our Place projects volunteers thanked

Representatives from more than 30
community groups across the Clutha
District were invited to an event at Te
Pou O Mata Au | Clutha District War
Memorial & Community Centre on 2
October. This was an opportunity to say
thank you to the volunteers who have
led projects within their communities
as part of the ‘Our Place’ community
plan program. It was also a chance

to learn from others experiences,

and guest speakers from Kaitangata,
Clinton and Balclutha spoke about their

journey to activate and complete a
diverse range of community projects.

Council has developed ten Our Place
community plans across the district,
and more than 70 projects have been - e
completed, with many more underway : — '
and planned. The plans have been

informed by extensive consultation,

and reflect the priorities of different g -

communities within Clutha.

More information about the Our Place
program: www.cluthadc.govt.nz/
community-planning
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Milton Pool expected to open soon

Keep an eye out for AL e
the opening date i '
via the Milton Pool i
Facebook page. ' o
Opening hours are . :
also available form ;
Council’s website: 4 -hl
cluthadc.govt.nz/ s
swimming-pools

Public Health Notice

Clutha’s drinking water is classified as plumbosolvent, meaning
it is capable of dissolving trace levels of heavy metals such as
lead and copper out of some household plumbing and fittings.

Some plumbing fittings potentially allow minute traces of
metals to accumulate where water sits in the fittings for several
hours.

Although the health risk is low, the Ministry of Health
recommends you flush a cup full of water from your drinking
water tap each morning, or after you have been away from your
property, to remove any metals that may have dissolved from
the plumbing fittings. This simple precaution is recommended
for all households in New Zealand, including those on public
and private water supplies.

Free water tanks available

As part of the Clutha District Council’s reservoir upgrade
project, the Council plans to replace the existing 23m?> concrete
tanks with new plastic ones. This work is anticipated to
commence in the second week of January 2025.

The current concrete tanks will be available for the community
to collect for personal use. Although these tanks have reached
the end of their useful life in regards for commercial use, most
of these tanks are still useable for private use, and the Council
encourages their repurposing. This not only helps minimize
demolition costs for the project but also ensures these concrete
tanks are utilised/repurposed rather than wasted. Please note
that removal and transportation of the tanks will be at your
expense.

Any concrete

tanks that remain
unclaimed will
unfortunately need
to be demolished.

The tanks look like
what is in the picture.

If you are interested, please contact the Project Manager Krunal
Katkar at Council on 0800 801 350 or email Krunal Katkar@
cluthadc.govt.nz

Want to get the latest water notices?

If there’s important information about anything from boil water
notices to planned water works, you can get this directly from the

council:

+  Visit our website www.cluthadc.govt.nz/alerts

» Download the Antenno App.

+  You can sign up to receive these alerts via text or email
’ www.cluthadc.govt.nz/water-sign-up

Follow Clutha District Council on Facebook and share our posts.
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Caring for Every Paw: A look inside our pound

At our pound, we take pride in the fact that our approach
to animal care is both comprehensive and compassionate.
Unlike the traditional view of pounds as merely holding
facilities, our centre is a haven where each dog receives the
attention, comfort, and care they deserve.

A Warm Welcome for Every Dog

From the moment a dog arrives at our pound, they

are treated with the utmost care. Each dog is assessed
individually to determine any specific needs, including
veterinary care. Our priority is to ensure that every dog is
comfortable and receives any medical attention they might
require.

Comfort and Enrichment
Our facility is designed to make our canine residents feel
as at home as possible. We provide cozy blankets, soft
beds, and dog coats to keep them warm and comfortable.
Understanding that a sense of security is crucial, we

strive to create an environment that feels less like a shelter
and more like a temporary home.

Heavy rainfall and flooding event

Thank you to the members of Clutha District for their patience to stay
home and wait out the extreme weather we had in October.

We're working with isolated communities including farmers and
businesses that were significantly affected and Council will work with

them to support them through the recovery phase.

Exercise and Socialisation

To ensure that our dogs get the exercise and social
interaction they need, we take them to the local dog park.
These outings are more than just a chance for physical
activity—they offer a welcome break from the confines of
the pound, especially for those who have been with us for a
while. Seeing the dogs run freely and enjoy themselves is a
reward for all of us.

Weekend Fostering

We understand that the pound environment can be
particularly tough for young puppies and senior dogs. These
dogs tend to stay with an ACO staff member for a few days
until their owner can be found or adopted.

Our commitment is to ensure that every dog in our care is
treated with the love and respect they deserve. By providing
them with comfort, exercise, and a temporary home when
needed, we strive to make their stay with us as pleasant

as possible.

Staff had also been dealing with significantly damaged roads and

water treatment plants as well as returning wastewater treatment

plants back to normal operations.

We also want to thank all the community volunteers, staff and other
organisations throughout the district who worked together day and
night to help each other out in the emergency.

During the weather event many of our water schemes were affected
with either conserve or boil notices. This information is updated on

our website and you can also sign up to receive this information via

Antenno App or alerts via text or email.

Want to know how to prepare for the next emergency that could
happen? Visit www.otagocdem.govt.nz/hazards/floods
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