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I Hop, skip and jump to the Lawrence Playground

Just over a year ago, the Lawrence Playground
on Whitehaven Street opened in time for
summer, with all the elements of play safely
nestled under the shelter of shade sails to help
keep visitors out of the hot Otago sun.

The inviting curved concrete path lent itself

to something bright and colourful and in
December 2025 that aim was achieved with
painted animal pawprints to encourage visitors
to hop, skip and jump their way in. Well-known
mural artist Alice Muir applied her brush to the
project with paw-fectly colourful results.

The project arose out of the Clutha District
Council’s Lawrence-Tuapeka Our Place
Community Plan to redevelop the playground,
with the people of Lawrence recognising that
the existing playground was well overdue for an
upgrade.

Clutha District Councillor Roger Cotton is a
Lawrence Playground Committee member.

“The playground hadn't been upgraded for
23 years, and what a difference the upgrade
has made. It's been a real labour of love over
the past four years, and we're thrilled with the
results.”

Fundraising and project management was led
by the community under the umbrella of the
Lawrence Cultural and Heritage Trust. Council
assisted with funding and technical support

and is responsible for ensuring public safety at
playgrounds on Council reserves, also funding
the new perimeter fence.

The playground also includes landscaping and a
water fountain along with giant play equipment,
picnic tables and soft fall matting.

Clutha District Mayor Jock Martin was the
Lawrence Playground Committee Chair.
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“What an amazing space it is for our Tamariki
and visitors, and what a real community asset
the playground is! Congratulations to the
community for making this happen, and to all
the community groups and businesses who
chipped in with their time and resources. It's
been a real community effort and something we
can all be proud of”

Top photo and header image:
Concrete lion paw artwork
completed by local artist Alice Muir.
Bottom photo: New equipment at

the Lawrence Playground.

Official handover coming up Photos supplied: Lawrence

The committee will officially hand over the Playground Project 2022 Committee
playground to the Clutha District Council at

10am on Saturday 14 February 2026.

An iwi representative will perform a blessing.
Mayor Martin and Cr Cotton will preside
over speeches and a short meet and greet,
followed by a free sausage sizzle hosted by
the committee group.

In the meantime, the Lawrence community
invites you to come play and enjoy - but keep
anything with wheels (except for prams) out
of this very special play space.
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from the mayor /

welcome to 2026
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Battery recycling in the Clutha District

Battery recycling is well and truely underway in
Clutha, with a total of 549kg of batteries having
been dropped off and collected for recycling since
the initiative began in July!

Here's Mayor Jock Martin dropping off his batteries
at the latest battery drop-off unit within the
Lawrence Community Library. Other collection
units can be found at Clutha District Council’s
Rosebank office, the Balclutha and Tapanui
community libraries, Mt Cooee Landfill and the
Tokomairiro Community Hub in Milton.

All batteries are free to drop off.

Read more about this initiative here:
www.cluthadc.govt.nz/batteryrecycle

Kia ora,

It's the start of a big year for the Clutha District,
and there’s a lot on the table.

We've just begun work on the Annual Plan.
This is the blueprint that sets this year's budget
and rates. There’s no hiding from it: Costs are
escalating, and we've got some hard decisions
ahead. But | didn't stand to sugar-coat things. |
stood to be straight with people, and to make
sure your money'’s spent where it counts.

Clutha District Mayor
Jock Martin

I've said it before, and I'll keep saying it. | care more about people
than politics. While Wellington argues over reforms and restructures,
I'm focused on the basics; water, roads, rubbish, and core services that
actually matter in your day-to-day life.

The Government’s message to councils last year was clear: Stick to the
essentials, cut the waste, and stop the overspending. That's a good
reminder, but it left out one big thing; the cost of meeting water
standards is through the roof. And when the rules change, councils like
ours are left to foot the bill.

Clutha brings in around $35 million a year from rates. That's not small
change, but it's not nearly enough to fix decades of underinvestment

in pipes, roads, and infrastructure either. That's not just a Clutha District
problem; it's a nationwide one. And if we're not careful, the cost will land
squarely on the shoulders of local families.

Here’s the bottom line: We can't go back, and we can’t stand still. We've
got to move forward, focused, practical, and with every ratepayer in
mind. That’s what | promised when | put my hand up to lead, and that’s
what I'll keep doing.

We've got work to do, and we will get through it, together.

Mayor Jock

updates / Clutha Development
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Clutha Jobs Portal

Thinking about a fresh start in the new year?

Keep an eye an the CluthaMZ Jobs Portal for a wide range of local opportunities - updated regularly with roles from
acrass the district.

Visit wwwcluthanz.c live-and -wor rk/find-a-job or scan the QR code to browse current vacancies and new
roles added reqularly.

Gabriel’s Gully Storymapp

Take a step back in time with Storymapp in Lawrence - it's your personal guide to the gold-rush heritage of the
area, With hand-illustrated maps, 360° artist recreations, historical photos and self-guided audio tours,
Storymapp brings places like Gabriel's Gully and the old mining camp to life in a new, immersive way. Maps are
available to buy from the Tuapeka Goldfields Museum / Information Centre,

Heartland Services update 2026
+ Community Law and IRD Clinics will commence in February — Reach out on 03 418 4048 or email info@cluthanz.com to book.

+ Justice of Peace every Friday 2-5pm - no appointment necessary. m
:.-'-.iﬁ\ Mga ratonga ki te manawa o te whenua @
Heartland Services
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A4 CcOMMUNITY PROJECT UPDATES

I Milton Dog Park

The Milton Dog Park, located at the old tennis
court site in Taylor Park, has been in use since
Spring 2025 thanks to the tireless efforts of our
local champions.

Led by Milton Area Promotions and with
support from Clutha District Council, the park
offers secure entry, a fun agility area, separate
spaces for big and small dogs, and a dog-
themed mural painted by local artist Alice Muir.

This development aligns with the Our Place
Milton Community Plan, enhancing Taylor Park
as an appealing destination for the community
and visitors.

Funding has been received from Clutha Vets,
Council, Otago Community Trust and other key

I Kaka Point Public Toilets

Kaka Point has a new toilet and
changing room facility to be proud of.

The $440,000 (excluding GST) project
was approved in June 2024 as part

of the Long Term Plan (LTP) decisions
and led by the Kaka Point Community
Group to deliver the upgrade, which
was identified in the Our Place Catlins
Community Plan.

Recently, finishing touches were
added to the toilet facilities with

a stunning mural by Alice Muir,
incorporating native wildlife and sea
birds, landscapes, and fishing boats.

Clutha District Council Mayor Jock
Martin said the project had been a
true community effort, led by the

dedicated Kaka Point Community

Group.

The new complex replaces the old
toilets and changing rooms on

the same site, providing modern,
accessible facilities that better meet
the needs of locals and visitors alike.

“The group has done an outstanding
job bringing this project to life and it's
great to see these modern facilities
that will be open in time for summer.”

donors, and there have also been generous
donations of time, skill and resources.

Clutha District Council community plan
implementation project manager Adam
Robertson said it was a good example of a
community project where all elements had
come together to make a successful whole.

“We've got a dedicated community group
leading the project, with council’s guidance
and funding, local contractors’ generosity, and
fulfilling an identified community need.

“The Balclutha Dog Park has been very well
used, so we expect Milton residents and those
passing on State Highway1 will make the most
of this great space, too.”

I Centennial Park Pump Track

The development of the adjoining Naish
and Centennial parks, identified as part of
the Our Place Balclutha Community Plan,
is a major undertaking spanning several

years.

of a significant community project.

Stage 1 work included improvements
to the gardens and green space areas,

completion of the Junior Bike Park and

Stage 2 includes additions to the
destination playground, one of which

The Clutha Parks Trust was formed in 2019,
and was one of the first groups to partner
with Council and step up to the challenge

construction of the Clutha Vets Dog Park,

Stage 1 of the Centennial Park Playground.

being the much-anticipated Pump Track,
which was completed in early 2025.

Clutha Parks Trust Chair Jared McPhee
reflected on the achievements of the past
three years.

“When you start these projects, especially
these multiyear ones, sometimes you
don't get to stop and celebrate what has
been achieved. You're thinking about what
needs to be done next.

“It's great to go down there to the pump
track, to see it and the whole park in use
by the community, and remind yourself
of who you built it for, for parents, their
children, and their children’s children of
the future generations.”
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Responsible dog ownership

We are dog lovers in the Clutha
District, but owning a dog can be a big
responsibility. It is important to be a
responsible dog owner, for the safety
and wellbeing of your pet and your
community.

This includes making sure your dogs:
- are registered and microchipped
« receive proper care, attention, nutrition and shelter
+ are getting enough exercise
- are kept under control at all times, at home and in public
« don't cause a nuisance to neighbours or other residents

« do not leave a mess (it is the dog owner’s responsibility to
clean up after their dog if it fouls in a public place)

« do not injure or distress any livestock, people or property.

There are a number of dog exercise areas where you can exercise
your dog off a leash, such as the Balclutha or Milton Dog Parks.

Adequate fencing of a property is essential so that your dog
doesn’t roam and become a nuisance for your neighbours.

Before becoming a dog owner, consider whether you have the
time needed to devote to the welfare and exercise of your dog.
They will thank you for it!

Paying online?
Have you checked your internet banking
references for payments to Council lately?

With our recent financial system upgrade,
some of our required payment reference
details may have also changed. We are
asking our customers to take some time to
check any automatic payments or direct
credit payments that they have set up with Council, to ensure
that the references being used reflect the references that Council
has asked for on the latest invoice or notice.

If you are paying rates, your references should include ‘Rates’

and your property’s valuation number. If paying an invoice,

your reference should be either the invoice number or customer
number (or both). If paying dog registration fees, your references
should include‘Dog’ and your customer number.

If making multiple batch payments, please send remittances or
proof of payment to Council at help.desk@cluthadc.govt.nz.

Our staff appreciate your help with this, to ensure your payments
end up in the correct place with minimal head scratching!

O Public health notice

Some plumbing fittings have the potential to
allow minute traces of metal to accumulate
in water left standing in the fittings for several
hours.

Although the risk is small, Council recommends
flushing a cup of water from your drinking tap
each morning to remove any metals that may
have dissolved from the fittings.

This simple precaution is recommended for
all households, including those on public and
private water supplies.

Antenno

A rdormodd. Cad mncdved.

Milton Community Library relocation

Demolition is underway at the
former Milton Community Library
site, in anticipation of the Elsie
Stewart Community Library and
Pool build.

The Milton Community Library

has settled into its new, temporary
location within the two front-facing
rooms of Coronation Hall, and it’s business as usual with the same
opening hours, friendly service and atmosphere.

The new Elsie Stewart Community Library and Pool, to be built by
Milton-based construction company Calder Stewart, is designed
to offer a wide range of services all year round for the Milton and
wider Clutha District communities, from swimming lessons and
competitions through to digital help, library programmes and
celebrating local history. It will be a central point for connection,
knowledge, health, and leisure.

As decided in Council’'s December 2024 decision meeting, the
approved budget of $19.4M covers all aspects of the overall
project including construction and carparking and includes
$6.4M of grants and other funding, leaving $13M to be funded
by rates. Council decided that this $13M will be interest-only for a
period of 2 years to reduce the rates impact.

Reserve Management Plans

Council has begun the process of creating
updated Management Plans for the :
reserves within the Rural Bruce areaand | g
the Clinton-Clydevale area.

An informal public consultation is now
open, closing on Friday 13 February.
Residents, ratepayers and reserve-users
are invited to submit on how Council’s parks and open spaces
should be managed now and in the future.

We are interested to hear from you if you have an interest in any
reserves and greenspaces within these areas. Let us know what is
important to you and your community now and in the future, to
help shape how these spaces are used and cared for.

A further second consultation will be held
E E once a Draft Reserve Management Plan has

L been prepared. This first stage of consultation
closes at 5pm on Friday, 13 February 2026.

Scan the QR code to get involved, or visit our
website www.connect.cluthadc.govt.nz.

A Save time, receive it online

Keen to receive Council correspondence by email, instead of post?

You can receive information and notices, including invoices and dog registration
renewals direct to your inbox. Save time, same paper, get it online in real time.

Sign up today by completing our online form or phone us on 0800 801 350.

www.cluthadc.govt.nz/email-signup

@)

Keep up to date with Antenno

Stay in the loop and receive the latest news, reminders, water alerts
and road closures in real time, direct to your mobile device. Antenno
is our trusted free mobile app, to learn more visit our website:
www.cluthadc.govt.nz/antenno
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