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Local government elections are held 
every three years to determine who 
will be Clutha’s mayor, councillors 
and community board members.
In 2025 the Clutha District elections 
will be held for the following 
positions:
•	 Mayor (elected ‘at large’)
•	 9 Councillors, comprised of:

•	 	Two councillors for the Balclutha Ward
•	 One councillor each for the Bruce-Waihola Ward, Catlins 

Ward, Clinton-Clydevale Ward, Kaitangata-Matau Ward, 
Lawrence-Tuapeka Ward, Milton Ward and the West Otago 
Ward.

•	 12 Community Board Members, comprised of:
•	 Six members for the Lawrence-Tuapeka Community Board
•	 Six members for the West Otago Community Board

•	 Two Otago Regional Council Members for the Molyneux 
Constituency

•	 Five Clutha Licensing Trust Members
•	 Mataura Licensing Trust Members (elected partly from Clutha 

District)
•	 Gore and Districts Health Incorporated Members (elected 

partly from Clutha District)

Key dates for the 2025 local body 
elections

Friday 4 July 2025
Candidate nominations open, electoral roll opens 
for public inspection

Noon, Friday 1 August
Candidate nominations close, electoral roll closes

Wednesday 6 August
Candidates announced

Tuesday 9 September
Voting opens

Tuesday 9 September - Monday 22 September
Voting papers sent to enrolled voters

Saturday 11 October
ELECTION DAY, voting closes at noon

Monday 14 October - Friday 17 October
Final results of the official count announced

Saturday 18 October
Declaration of results, public notice of declaration
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2025 elections continued...
Who can vote?
All residents and non-resident ratepayers that are on the 
electoral roll when it closed on Friday, 1 August are eligible to 
vote. The Preliminary Electoral Roll will be available for public 
inspection between Friday, 4 July and Friday, 1 August at:
•	 Clutha District Council, 1 Rosebank Terrace, Balclutha;
•	 Clutha District Community Libraries in Milton, Ōwaka, 

Lawrence and Tapanui;
•	 Clutha isite Visitor Information Centre, Te Pou Ō Mata-Au 

(ground floor), 6 Clyde Street, Balclutha;
•	 Online at Council’s website: www.cluthadc.govt.nz;
•	 By phoning the Electoral Office on 0800 922 822.

How to vote?
Voting packs will be posted out from Tuesday, 9 September. 
The voting period is just over four weeks, closing at noon on 
Saturday, 11 October. You may post your completed voting 
documents back to the Electoral Officer using the orange 
prepaid envelope that will be enclosed with your voting 
documents. 
You can also deliver your completed voting documents to one 
of our secure drop-off bins which will be located throughout 
the district.
To be counted, voting documents must be received by the 
electoral officer or an electoral official by noon on Saturday, 
11 October.

Postal voting
Voting documents will be posted from Tuesday, 9 September 
2025. If you are enrolled to vote, you should receive your 
voting documents by Monday, 22 September 2025. Once 
received, you can complete it, seal it in the return, postage 
paid envelope, and post or deliver it.
If you’re posting your completed voting documents, we 
recommend you do so by 5pm, Tuesday, 7 October to ensure 
they are delivered before voting closes at 12 noon, Saturday, 
11 October.

Voting Made Easier – Drop-Off Bins Now Available 
 
To make it easier for you to cast your vote, we’ve introduced 
secure voting document drop-off bins at various convenient 
locations across the district. You can deliver your completed 
voting documents until noon on Saturday, 11 October at any 
of the following sites:
•	 Balclutha 

Clutha District Council, 1 Rosebank Terrace; 
Balclutha Community Library, 23 John Street; 
 Clutha isite Visitor Information Centre, Te Pou Ō Mata-Au 
(ground floor), 6 Clyde Street; 
New World Balclutha, 9 Lanark Street; 
Rosebank Four Square, 180 Clyde Street; 
The Warehouse Balclutha, Cnr George & Charlotte Streets.

•	 Milton 
Milton Community Library, 124–126 Union Street; 
Tokomairiro Four Square, 207 Union Street; 
SuperValue Milton, 59 Union Street.

•	 Lawrence 
Lawrence Community Library, 5 Peel Street; 
Lawrence Four Square, 19 Ross Place.

•	 Ōwaka 
Ōwaka Community Library, 10 Campbell Street; 
Ōwaka Four Square, 3 Ovenden Street.

•	 Tapanui 
Tapanui Community Library, 1 Suffolk Street; 
Tapanui Four Square, 4 Northumberland Street.

•	 Clinton 
Food for Thought, 10 Main Road.

Election day
On election day, ordinary votes can be returned, and special 
votes issued and returned, from 9 am to noon at:
•	 Clutha District Council, 1 Rosebank Terrace, Balclutha;
•	 Clutha District Community Libraries in Milton, Ōwaka, 

Lawrence and Tapanui;
•	 Clutha isite Visitor Information Centre, Te Pou Ō Mata-Au 

(ground floor),  6 Clyde Street, Balclutha.
For more information, visit www.cluthadc.govt.nz/elections

Get your vehicle ready for winter by 
ensuring it’s safe and roadworthy. Check 
your spare tyre, brakes, lights, wipers, and 
keep the windscreen clean. Top up engine 
oil, washer fluid, radiator, brake fluid, and 
use anti-freeze in cold areas. 
Weather during winter varies throughout the district and 
can often change fast. Be prepared for all conditions from 
rain and fog through to frost, ice and snow. Grit is applied 
to help lessen the severity of icy road conditions but does 
not stop the effect of ice on the roads, so you need to 
drive to the conditions and slow down.

Winter Driving
Clutha District Council produces a public 
version of the Rating Information Database.
The rates database holds the names and 
addresses of all ratepayers in the district.
If you don’t want your name to be searchable by public, 
you can ask us to withhold it.
Your request must be in writing.
For more information, contact council by emailing  
help.desk@cluthadc.govt.nz or call 0800 801 350.
If you have changed your contact details such as email or 
postal address, please notify council.

Did you know?
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updates / Clutha Development

Celebrating Local Success – Clutha 
District Training and Development 
Awards 2025

Save the date – Wednesday, 19 
November 2025

The annual Clutha District Training and 
Development Awards are back, and this 
is your chance to shine a spotlight on 
the people and businesses driving skills 
and growth across our district.
These awards celebrate individuals who 
have reached significant milestones in 
their training journeys over the past 
year, and the businesses that have 
gone above and beyond to support 
their teams in upskilling, gaining 
qualifications, and advancing their 
careers.

Nominations open in October—so now 
is the perfect time to start thinking 
about who deserves recognition in your 
workplace or industry. This event brings 
us together to champion learning, 
development, and the future of our local 
workforce.

Supporting Local Business – How 
Clutha Development Can Help

At Clutha Development, we help local 
businesses and entrepreneurs start, 
grow, adapt, and succeed. Whether 
you are navigating new opportunities, 
tackling workforce challenges, or simply 
looking for a sounding board—we are 
here to help where we can.

We also host regular Activator sessions 
in partnership with COIN South, offering 
free, confidential support to anyone 
exploring a business idea or looking to 
take their next step. These are available 
regularly online and periodically in 
person—making it easy to connect no 
matter where you are in the district.

Get in touch:
Level 1, Te Pou Ō Mata-Au, 
6 Clyde Street, Balclutha
T: 03 418 4048  
E: info@cluthanz.com
W: cluthanz.com

A full house at Te Pou Ō Mata-Au at the 2024 
Clutha District Training & Deveolpment Awards.

The Fairview South Otago team celebrating 
five award recipients at the 2024 Clutha District 
Training & Development Awards.

Clutha District Council, in partnership 
with the Phoenix Recycling Group, 
is pleased to announce the launch 
of a free battery recycling service for 
all residents across the district. This 
initiative is part of Council’s ongoing 
commitment to reducing hazardous 
waste and supporting environmentally 
sustainable practices.

Residents can now safely dispose of 
a wide range of household batteries, 
including:

•	 Lithium Ion (Li-ion);

•	 Nickel Cadmium (Ni-Cd);

•	 Nickel Metal Hydride (NiMH);

•	 Embedded batteries in small devices 
such as vapes, smoke alarms, and 
personal locator beacons

Convenient collection points where you 
can drop off your batteries have been 
set up at:

•	 Clutha District Council Rosebank 
office

•	 Balclutha Community Library

•	 Tokomairiro Community Hub – Milton

•	 Tapanui Community Library

For Larger Batteries (e.g., car batteries):

Please take these directly to Mt Cooee 
Landfill in Balclutha for proper disposal.

Funded by the Waste Levy Fund, this 
program supports Clutha’s commitment 
to enhanced recycling services and 
cleaner, safer communities. Clutha 
District Council encourages all residents 
to take part in this free service and help 
protect our environment for future 
generations.

“Batteries contain environmental 
toxins like lead, mercury, and cadmium, 
which can leach into our soil and 
waterways if not disposed of properly,” 
says Scott Martin, Waste Education 

Officer at Clutha District Council. “By 
recycling your used batteries, you’re 
not only keeping hazardous waste out 
of landfill—you’re helping us recover 
valuable natural resources and protect 
the environment for future generations.’’

More information can be found on the 
Clutha District Council website: www.
cluthadc.govt.nz/batteryrecycle

Free battery recycling now available for Clutha residents
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The Clutha District Council is proud to announce the winners of the 
2025 Clutha Community Service Awards, honouring the exceptional 
individuals and groups who go above and beyond to make a 
positive difference in Clutha’s communities.
Clutha Community Hub Charitable Trust and Committee won the 
Supreme Award at the 2025 Clutha District Community Service 
Awards, held at Te Pou Ō Mata-Au on Wednesday, 18 June.
Mayor Bryan Cadogan said the awards were an annual event 
recognising groups, individuals, and year 13 students in the 
community who have demonstrated great mahi volunteer work for 
the Clutha District.
“This a great opportunity for our district to acknowledge the 
passion and pride people put into their community.
“Communities are defined by their champions who drive projects 
and make real differences that we all benefit from,” Mayor Cadogan 
said.

Clutha Community Hub Charitable Trust and Committee were 
formed in 2016, this remarkable group set out with a bold goal: to 
develop a place where local identity is celebrated, where heritage 
is honoured, and where people come together to connect, grow, 
and thrive. What has emerged from that is the outstanding Te Pou 
Ō Mata-Au – Clutha District War Memorial and Community Centre 
— a facility that pays tribute to the past while boldly embracing the 
future.
Clutha District Council Community Support & Development Advisor 
Lilly Paterson said the awards reminded us of the remarkable 

generosity, dedication, and heart that exists within our 
communities.
“It was a privilege to celebrate the individuals, students, and groups 
whose tireless volunteer work often goes unnoticed, yet has such a 
lasting impact. These are the people who make Clutha a stronger, 
more connected place to live — and we are proud to acknowledge 
and thank them,” Ms Paterson said.
Winning recipients in each of the Community Group areas receive 
$1,000 and the Supreme Winner of that group receives an additional 
$2,000. 
Groups and individuals that were presented with an award include:
•	 Lawrence Creative Arts (Arts & Culture)
•	 Clutha Budget Advisory Service (Health & Wellbeing)
•	 Tapanui Toy Library (Education/Youth Development)
•	 Milton Area Promotions (Heritage & Environment)
•	 Clutha Community Hub Charitable Trust & Committee (Leisure & 

Recreation & Supreme Winner)
•	 Benji Perry (Individual)
•	 Jess Paul (Individual)
•	 Geoff Blackmore (Individual)
•	 Elizabeth Jenkinson (Individual)
•	 Annaliese Bisset (Youth Spirit)
•	 Maddie Grinton (Youth Spirit)

Visit www.cluthadc.govt.nz/community-awards-2025 to read 
more and see photos from the event. 

Award recipients at the Te Pou Ō Mata-Au at the 2025 Community Service 
Awards.

Leisure & Recreation & Supreme Winner: Clutha Community Hub 
Charitable Trust & Committee with Mayor Bryan Cadogan.

“
spotlight on / Community Service Awards

Community heroes

We livestream all our Council and 
Committee meetings. 

You can watch these meetings 
live or on-demand on our Council 
YouTube channel @cluthadistrictcouncil8457

​Livesteam Meetings

Have you paid your dog registrations?
All dogs should have been registered and paid for by 
the end of July. All dogs over three months old must be 
registered annually. You can register your dog and pay 
online at www.cluthadc.govt.nz/dogs

Dog registrationsChanges to online services
Clutha District Council has switched its Finance IT 
system from ‘Ozone’ to ‘Datascape’. 
The new system will manage finance, dog 

registration, rates, and customer service. 
This change is necessary as the current system will no longer 
be supported. The new MyDatascape portal is now live for dog 
registrations, online payments, and forms. 
 
Note: Building consents are unaffected and continue through 
Objective Build. 
 
There may be some teething issues during this transition period—
thank you for your patience and understanding. 
 
Need help? Call 0800 801 350 or email help.desk@cluthadc.govt.nz


