
Clutha District Council – 1 April 2026 Minutes

Clutha District Council 

Minutes of the meeting of Clutha District Council held in the Council Chambers, 
1 Rosebank Terrace, Balclutha on Wednesday 1 April 2026 commencing 1.30pm. 

Present His Worship the Mayor Jock Martin, Councillors Dane 
Catherwood, Roger Cotton, Larry Frost, Rachel Harrison, 
Michele Kennedy, Simon McAtamney, Dean McCrostie and 
Brendon Smith

In Attendance Jules Witt (Deputy Chief Executive), Sharon Jenkinson 
(Finance & Policy Group Manager), Linda Till (Three Waters 
Group Manager), Natasha Holland (Communications 
Manager), Mary-Jo Tohill (Communications Advisor) and 
Julie Gardner (Executive Assistant/Governance Advisor)

Apologies Councillor Bruce Graham

Moved Councillors Catherwood/Cotton and Resolved:

“That the apology be sustained.”

His Worship the Mayor Jock Martin welcomed Councillors and staff to the meeting.

Julie Gardner (Executive Assistant/Governance Advisor) said a Whakatauki to start the 
meeting.

PUBLIC FORUM

Jan Johnstone – Forest & Bird Society re Vehicles on Beaches

Jan Johnstone introduced herself and her family background.  She raised concerns about 
transparency, noting her emails to councillors only received two responses, even after 
follow-up. While recognising councillors limited time, Jan stressed transparency and 
requested explanations for their decisions, concluding her questions remain unanswered.

Roy Johnstone – Forest & Bird re Vehicles on Beaches

Roy Johnstone discussed the many hours Forest & Bird invests in environmental protection. 
He expressed disappointment with the council’s VOB decision, noting it was not thoroughly 
debated at the December workshop. Roy criticised CDC’s environmental record, especially 
regarding marine protection, and said signage and education are insufficient to address 
vehicles on beaches.
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He acknowledged rangers’ efforts but pointed out they cannot cover all areas, and some 
places still lack signage. Roy observed that the VOB bylaw has not prevented incidents, 
claiming each vehicle on the beach damages the ecosystem. He concluded the bylaw is too 
weak to effectively stop these problems.

John Castel

Charity Shops being charged dump fees

Local charity shops must pay dump fees for unwanted goods, raising questions about 
council policy and its impact on community donations. 

He feels that the dump fees divert resources from charitable purposes and he would prefer 
fees waived or capped. Education on waste management remains important.

Wangaloa Domain - Fly tipping

People have been dumping rubbish, starting with cars and now all kinds of waste, over the 
bank onto the beach.

The Clutha District Council manages this reserve under the 1977 Reserves Act.

He reiterated that the rubbish must be cleaned up as it is not a good look. Installing bollards 
to limit vehicle access was suggested.

The aim is a positive result for Wangaloa Domain and the community.

1 SOUTHERN WATERS – WAITAKI DISTRICT COUNCIL REQUEST TO REJOIN

A report was presented seeking Council approval for Waitaki District Council to rejoin 
Southern Waters and approval for documentation to establish the Joint Council 
Controlled Organisation (CCO) and its incorporation as a company.

Deputy Chief Executive Jules Witt spoke to the report.

Bruce Gemmell (Establishment Chair) and Nichola Williams (Wynn Williams) were in 
attendance via Teams for the discussion.

Jules highlighted that we were the last meeting for the decision as Gore and Central 
Otago had recently voted to approve all the recommendations.

Councillor McAtamney expressed his satisfaction with the process, noting that he, Mayor 
Martin, and Councillor Cotton had been engaged in the discussions regarding Southern 
Waters for an extended period. He stated that he was pleased with the documents that 
had been provided for review.

Councillor Cotton echoed Councillor McAtamney’s remarks, confirming his comfort with 
the documents and emphasising his belief that the outcomes would be advantageous for 
all participating communities.
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Mayor Martin also voiced support for the comments made by Councillors McAtamney 
and Cotton.

Additionally, Councillor Kennedy acknowledged and thanked Councillors Cotton and 
McAtamney for their significant contributions to the Southern Waters initiative.

Moved Councillors Catherwood/Kennedy and Resolved:

“That Council receives the ‘Southern Waters – Waitaki District Council Request to 
Rejoin’ report.”

Unanimous.

Moved Councillor McAtamney/Mayor Martin and Resolved:

That Council:

“Receives and approves the request from Waitaki District Council to join Southern 
Waters Attachment 1A.

Notes Morrison Low’s financial analysis of Waitaki District Council joining Southern 
Waters.

Approves and enters into the Deed of Accession and Amendment to the Commitment 
Agreement to be entered into between Central Otago District Council, Clutha District 
Council, Gore District Council and Waitaki District Council in Attachment 1B.  

Approves and enters the Deed of Accession to the Deed of Amendment and Cost Sharing 
to be entered into between Central Otago District Council, Clutha District Council, Gore 
District Council and Waitaki District Council in Attachment 1C.  

Resolves that a council-controlled organisation jointly owned by Central Otago District 
Council, Clutha District Council, Gore District Council and Waitaki District Council be 
incorporated under the Companies Act 1993 and registered as Southern Waters Limited 
for the purposes of delivering water services.

Subscribes for 100 Class A Shares in Southern Waters Limited. 

Approves and adopts the Constitution for Southern Waters Limited in Attachment 1D.

Approves and enters into the Shareholders’ Agreement relating to Southern Waters 
Limited in the form or substantially the form in Attachment 1E.  

Approves Bruce Gemmell as the initial director of Southern Waters Limited, on the 
terms set out more particularly in the Shareholders’ Agreement.

Establish a Stakeholders’ Representative Group as a Joint Committee with Central 
Otago District Council, Clutha District Council, Gore District Council and Waitaki District 
Council with the Terms of Reference set out in Schedule 4 of the Shareholders’ 
Agreement in Attachment 1E. 
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Appoints two representatives as the Council’s members on the Stakeholders’ 
Representative Group, being the Mayor and Councillor Roger Cotton, as notified by or 
on behalf of the Council to Southern Waters Limited in accordance with the 
Shareholders’ Agreement from time to time. 

Delegates to its Stakeholders’ Representative Group members the powers, functions 
and duties necessary to participate in the SRG and to carry out the members’ 
responsibilities set out in the Terms of Reference.

Prepare and negotiate a Transfer Agreement with Southern Waters Limited in a 
substantially similar form and having regard to the principles set out in Schedule 6 of 
the Shareholders’ Agreement in Attachment 1F.

Delegates to the Chief Executive the power and authority to, on behalf of the Council: 

i. give notice to Southern Waters Limited of the Council’s nominees to the 
Stakeholders’ Representative Group.

ii. approve minor amendments to and execute all documentation referred to above 
(other than the Transfer Agreement).

iii. commence preparation and negotiation of a Transfer Agreement on behalf of 
and subject to final approval by the Council and

iv. do all things and enter all documents that are otherwise necessary to give effect 
to the above resolutions.”

Vote:

For (6) 
Mayor Martin, Councillors Cotton, McAtamney, Kennedy, Harrison, Smith

Abstain (3) - Councillors Frost, Catherwood, McCrostie

Motion carried 6:3

2 LOVELL’S FLAT HALL OPTIONS

The Team Leader Community Facilities presented a report requesting Council give 
direction on options for the Lovell’s Flat Hall.

Delwyn Burrow and Mike Goldsmith were in attendance for this item to answer 
questions.

 Moved Councillors McAtamney/Harrison and Resolved:

“That Council receives the ‘Lovell’s Flat Hall Options’ report.

That Council undertakes a consultation  process to gather public feedback on a proposal 
to demolish the Lovell’s Flat Hall, retain the pool, and develop the reserve as a picnic 
area.”

Unanimous.
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3 CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting of the Clutha District Council held on 5 March 2026 were 
submitted for confirmation.

Moved Councillors Harrison/Kennedy and Resolved:

“That the minutes of the meeting of the Clutha District Council held on 5 March 2026 
be approved as a true and correct record.”

Unanimous.

4 MAYORAL REPORT 

The Mayor and Councillors provided updates on meetings and events they had attended 
since the previous meeting of Council. 

Moved Councillors Cotton/McCrostie and Resolved:

“That the ‘Mayoral Report’ dated 1 April 2026 be received.”

5 CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT 

Reports on events attended, staffing and other matters in hand at present.

Moved Councillors Harrison/McCrostie and Resolved:

“That the ‘Chief Executive’s Report’ dated 1 April 2026 be received.”

6 INTERNAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT UPDATE

The Deputy Chief Executive submitted a report which provides an overview of the 
activities that make up the Internal Services Department.

Jules introduced Natasha Holland – Communications Manager to the elected members.

He highlighted the volume of work that the Comms team had delivered with the Annual 
Plan documents and thanked them for their efforts.

Moved Councillors Cotton/Kennedy and Resolved:

“That Council receives the ‘Internal Services Department Update’ report dated 1 April 
2026.”

7 INFRASTRUCTURE STRATEGY & DELIVERY UPDATE

The Infrastructure Strategy & Delivery Group Manager submitted a report which provides 
an overview of the activities that make up the interests within the Department.

Various members of the team were in attendance to talk to their sections in the report 
and answer questions.
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Moved Councillors Frost/Kennedy and Resolved:

“That Council receives the ‘Infrastructure Strategy & Delivery Update’ report dated 1 
April 2026.”

The meeting was adjourned at 3.30pm.

The meeting reconvened at 3.46pm.

8 THREE WATERS DEPARTMENT UPDATE

The Three Waters Group Manager submitted a report detailing items from the 
Department that are for information only.

Linda Till highlighted various items from her report for discussion and answered 
questions.

Of particular note is that once the long-term boil water notice is lifted, Lawrence 
township would be connected to the Balmoral-Tuapeka water scheme.  It is anticipated 
that this will be in approximately 3 weeks’ time.

Councillors Catherwood and McCrostie rejoined the meeting at 3.49pm.

Moved Councillors Cotton/Frost and Resolved:

“That Council receives the ‘Three Waters Department Update’ report dated 1 April 
2026.”

9 COMPLIANCE UPDATE

The Senior Compliance Engineer and Network Operations Manager presented an update 
on all compliance-related issues across the Three Waters Operations department.

Linda Till highlighted various items from the report and answered questions.

Moved Councillors McAtamney/McCrostie and Resolved:

“That Council receives the ‘Compliance Update’ report dated 1 April 2026.”

10 REASONS TO MOVE TO PUBLIC EXCLUDED SESSION 

Moved Councillors Catherwood/Harrison and Resolved:

“That Council receives the ‘Reasons to Move to Public Excluded Session’ report.

That Council approves moving Public Excluded Council Minutes – 5 March 2026 into 
public.

That the minutes of the public excluded section of the Council meeting held on 5 March 
2026 be approved as a true and correct record.”

In declaring the meeting closed at 4.23pm Mayor Martin wished everyone a safe and 
happy Easter.
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         Read and Confirmed

J K Martin
MAYOR
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