






Q16

Long Text

Anything else?

Q17

Multi Choice

Which of the following two options do you prefer to fund Council's Community Housing Programme?

Q18

Select Box

Should Council subsidise rents from rates?

Q19

Select Box

Do you agree we should ease community housing waiting lists by considering a form of means testing on
community housing applications?

Q20

Long Text

Anything else?

Q21

Matrix

Have we got our priorities right for the Clutha District? How important is:

Q22

Long Text

Anything else?

Q23

Matrix

Have we got our priorities right for the Clutha District? How important is:

Q24

Long Text

Anything else?

Q25

Matrix

Do you support the draft Clutha District Climate Change Strategy, Principles and the Action Plan? How
important is:

Q26

Long Text

Anything else?

Q27

Matrix

Have we got our priorities for goals, objectives, targets and the plan right?

Q28

Long Text

Anything else?

Q29

Matrix

If you do not live in Balclutha, how important is it to have a transfer station in your local town for the
following materials?

Q30

Long Text

Anything else?

Q31

Multi Choice

Do you think Council should upgrade the Kākā Point toilets at this time, and if so, how should we do so?
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Q32

Long Text

 Anything else?

Q33

Multi Choice

 Do you support funding of the West Otago Vintage Museum?

Q34

Long Text

 Anything else?

Q35

Matrix

 How important is it to fund initiatives to grow tourism?

Q36

Long Text

 Anything else?

Q37

Long Text

 Add your additional submission comments here.

wish to make the following submission to the Clutha District Council annual plan 2024/34.

In preparing my submission I have read the following 4 Council documents/ publication's.
Long Term Plan 2024/34 Consultation doccument.
Financial Strategy 2024/34.
Draft Infrastructure Strategy 2024 to2054.
Draft Rates Information.

Never before in the history of the Clutha District has its ratepaying population been subject to such a massive rates
increase.
Now is the time for all elected representatives to truly consider the feelings of our communities and take on board
thir concerns as displayed through what I believe will be the largest number of submissions ever received.

After a decade of sub 4% rate increase now perhaps itis prudent that the longer term councilors reflect on how their
combined actions have contributed to the situatikn we now find ourselves in.
Perhaps while deceiving ratepayers into believing all was good the better option would have been to have rate
increases more in line with inflation, 5 to 7%. As an example, over the last 6 years holding rates at 4% while for
example the cost of pipe replacement has significantly increasd (>30%). Fewer replacements could be achieved
which impacted network stability. My understanding is that water losses throughout the network are in the region of
29%. Water pumped, treated, distributed and 1/3 never getting to a consumer!

The misconception that existing environmental standards are driving requirements for the upgrades , particulary
discharges to land is also interesting. Perhaps as is the case with the 5 Bio filtro plants its more about legacy and
inaction. Trialing a plant at Kaka Point in winter when there is low visitor population and rolling out that system to 4
other communities only for them to generally be non compliant from construction was the problem. Councils
attitude to these plants was " she'll be right, problem sorted". But you discharged straight to the environment and
never sought a solution. True irony; Clutha districts jewel, The Catlins, has 2 "discharge to the enviornment" plants.
My concern going forward is how will the CDC spend tens of millions of dollars on infrastructure/capital upgrades
within the Plans 10 yr period and achieve success. No mention of the technology nor the processes that will be
utilized. Councilors trust and believe they have the staff and avaliable technologies or is it Bio filtro round 2, just a lot
more wasted money. Our community with modern septic tanks would be a better outcome for our enviornment.
Capital expenditure increase in 3 waters over the next ten years is forcast to be $467.5m ( infrastructure strategy),
$282.7m (LTP Consultation document).
Vastly different numbers from Council consultation documents. They both vant be right! Could they both be
incorrect? Are councils staff up to the task of researching, understanding, costing, delivering any of the
technologies/ systems required to sort our districts 3 waters issues.
Going in house perhaps provides an insight. I understand up to 40 staff, a significant number of utes and utilising
external contractors to do the physical work as " our crew" dont have excavators just shovels. Really!

Affordability of proposed increases.
Pre covid council was facing cost increases providing services yet continued along the path of perception/ deception.
"We're looking after you its all good". How totally untrue. For some electability was deemed a priority over
accountability and honesty.
No offence intended to councilors of 2 or less terms.
Council has a living and working strategy, a district where everyone says hi and the catchphrase; live ,work, play. The
forcast rate increases will have the district rebranded as " the district where living is unaffordable, some have said
bye, how can we live here let alone work here and too worried to enjoy ourselves"

Managing our finances
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" We have worked in previous years to keep rates at an affordable level and rate increases to a minimum in response
to the cost of living"and" councils funding model is complex and not comparable to a household or business. We rely
on ratepayers to finance us and this has put council and its communities under prolonged financial strain".
How untrue. For the last 2 years infrastructure upgrades have been funded by interest only. Unbelievable. But
ratepayers weren't aware!
In my business of 22 years during the first 3 months of covid upheaval I did go interest only until we had figured out
our future direction, there was no reason to continue down that path.
Council meanwhile intends to now create a balanced budget in the next 2 years. Councils decision to loan fund
increased cost relating to continued provision of 3 waters in the first two years of the LTP and repaying over the next
4 years is described to be the only sustainable way of achieving the required revenue increase over time.
How much thought was given to council bringing 3 waters in house. Perhaps it was a case of " we can do better" no
consideration of financial implications.

Solutions
The proposed rates increases are unsustainable for our communities. My suggestion is to average the rates
increases as proposed over the 10 year period of the plan. Over all forcast 87.24% becomes an average/ maximum
of 8.724%.
CDC is unsuccessful at securing its 280% limit on debt and live within its means. A positive outcome.
Reducing the burden through maintaining the UAGC at its current rate or similar.

This is achieved by raising the activity amounts charged by ($) per uagc by the following rates;

Council increase same as 23/24 to $130.60.
Economic development becomes $0 as districts main income is from agricultural, forestry and tourism so no need to
waste $931200 on things we already do.
Community support no change.
Culture and heritage increase to $23.40.
District main street no change
Parks n reserves to $75.
Halls no change.
Pools increase to $78.
Libraries return to 22/23 amount $194.
I site becomes $0.
Cross centre $ 11.9
Animal control becomes $0.
Emergency services becomes $6.10( but assumed its not a typo as last year $$16.20.
Cemeteries $22.9.
Toilets $43.40.
E health$12.00.
Rural fire $.80.
Waste min becomes $0

Im happy to go over my reasons why I feel the amounts I have chosen are adequete when I speak to my submission.

I had difficulty calculating the expected rates on my properties when considering responding to the new QV's using
the Draft Rates Information; supporting information for the comsultation doc LTP 2023/24 because I believe it
contains errors. But it has been audited I assume as its part of the consultation paperwork?
An assumption is made of $17.623m in development contributions in 29/30, from whom.
Increase in debt 31/32 , for what?
The ratios of income generated for the provision of water stormwater and sewarage seem incorect for Owaka when
compared to say Kaka Point, Clinton or Waihola.
The ratios per $ or capital value are I believe incorrect.
23/24 my property in Owaka cv$385000

District wide facilities 23/24 0.00004116= $20.19; 24/25 0.005958= $2293.83

Planning Regularity 23/24 0.00012277= $46.80 ; 24/25 0.022850 =$ 8797.25

Sewerage support 23/24 0.00001505= $5.79; 24/25 0.001235 =$475.47.

In conclusion my submission does not support the rate rise as proposed as I believe elected representatives and
council staff should have had a fair indication over the last 4 or 5 weeks of the unfest in our communities and should
prior to consultation closing coming up with a more palatable solution.

I wish to speak in support of my submission.

Regards
Trevor Hewson
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Q38

File Upload

Upload any documents that support your submission here.
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Q16

Long Text

Anything else?

- Year 1 (2024-2025) - 47.5%. If the dashes are minus signs that great. If I choose option 1 my rates will be nearly
halved in the 1st year!

Q17

Multi Choice

Which of the following two options do you prefer to fund Council's Community Housing Programme?

Q18

Select Box

Should Council subsidise rents from rates?

Q19

Select Box

Do you agree we should ease community housing waiting lists by considering a form of means testing on
community housing applications?

Q20

Long Text

Anything else?

Q21

Matrix

Have we got our priorities right for the Clutha District? How important is:

Q22

Long Text

Anything else?

Q23

Matrix

Have we got our priorities right for the Clutha District? How important is:

Q24

Long Text

Anything else?

Footpath renewals Minus 4, Milton Library Minus 4

Q25

Matrix

Do you support the draft Clutha District Climate Change Strategy, Principles and the Action Plan? How
important is:

Q26

Long Text

Anything else?

Don't support any of the above. A bit of "global warming" is what we need.

Q27

Matrix

Have we got our priorities for goals, objectives, targets and the plan right?

Q28

Long Text

Anything else?

South Roads have dug a big gravel pit on out  Farm, which could talk a lot of waste to fill.

Q29

Matrix

If you do not live in Balclutha, how important is it to have a transfer station in your local town for the
following materials?

Q30

Long Text

Anything else?

Household waste Minus 5, Recycling Minus 5, Green waste Minus 5
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Q31

Multi Choice

Do you think Council should upgrade the Kākā Point toilets at this time, and if so, how should we do so?

Q32

Long Text

Anything else?

Q33

Multi Choice

Do you support funding of the West Otago Vintage Museum?

Q34

Long Text

Anything else?

Q35

Matrix

How important is it to fund initiatives to grow tourism?

Q36

Long Text

Anything else?

Funding initiatives to grow tourism, minus 3

Q37

Long Text

Add your additional submission comments here.

Maybe best to sell my rate able property, get a comfortable sleeping bag and find an isolated corner in that flash
new War Memorial Hall that Calder Stewart have just finished; because ratepayers will have paid a lot for it!!
I thinks all matters covered involving large rates increases will very much discourage people from living in Clutha.
The Mayor and just a few councilors might be here on their own.

Q38

File Upload

Upload any documents that support your submission here.
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Q16

Long Text

Anything else?

Why is the ratepayer the only one to make concessions will the Council make any spending cuts to its spending?

Try and reduce rate increases. Why does a Dairy Farmer get a smaller rates increase?

Q17

Multi Choice

Which of the following two options do you prefer to fund Council's Community Housing Programme?

Option 2 - Improve the quality and supply of housing through a mix of increased rents and new units.

Q18

Select Box

Should Council subsidise rents from rates?

No

Q19

Select Box

Do you agree we should ease community housing waiting lists by considering a form of means testing on
community housing applications?

Yes

Q20

Long Text

Anything else?

The community housing should be self funding and fiscally neutral.

Community housing rents should be below market rents but not subsidised by ratepayers.

Q21

Matrix

Have we got our priorities right for the Clutha District? How important is:

More quality housing - 3
Healthy and safe communities - 4
Culture and heritage - 5
Climate change - 3
Infrastructure investment - 5
Environmental footprint - 3

Q22

Long Text

Anything else?

Council should not be in the housing business.
Again law enforcement should be left to government.
Climate Change leave it to ORC.
Infrastructure is what the council should focus on.
Jobs should be left to companies and HR.

Q23

Matrix

Have we got our priorities right for the Clutha District? How important is:

Safe drinking water - 5
Increasing standards for discharges to the environment - 4
Improving storm water protection - 4
Community housing improvements - 2
Efficient sealed road renewals - 3
Strengthening our bridges - 3
Critical bridges (to commence 2034-54) - 4
Milton Main Street improvements - 1
Footpath renewals - 1
Balclutha Library renewals - 2

Q24

Long Text

Anything else?

Milton swimming pool like like another cost blow out project

Q25

Matrix

Do you support the draft Clutha District Climate Change Strategy, Principles and the Action Plan? How
important is:

I support the draft Clutha District Climate Change Strategy - 1
I support the Principles of the Climate Change Strategy - 1
I support the Action Plan and its priorities - 1

Have your say on the 2024-34 Long Term PlanPage 3 of 4

10



Q26

Long Text

Anything else?

This whole plan looks like just virtue signaling I would leave this to the ORC not like we will get bushfires, droughts
ad not on issue the council can solve.

Q27

Matrix

Have we got our priorities for goals, objectives, targets and the plan right?

I support the goals and objectives in the Plan - 1
I support the targets outlined in the Plan - 1
I support the Action Plan - 1

Q28

Long Text

Anything else?

What the heck does this word soup mean? Promote upstream waste hierarchy minimisation and local circular
economy principles through collaboration. This could be used in Yes Minister.

Q29

Matrix

If you do not live in Balclutha, how important is it to have a transfer station in your local town for the
following materials?

Household waste - 1
Recycling (plastics, steel and aluminium cans, paper, cardboard, glass) - 3
Green waste - 4

Q30

Long Text

Anything else?

Household waste can go in wheelie bins. Same with most recycling except glass and large appliances.

Q31

Multi Choice

Do you think Council should upgrade the Kākā Point toilets at this time, and if so, how should we do so?

I support the building of a new replacement facility at a cost of up to $578,000 on the current site. (Total rating cost
$4.86 pa for 10 years)

Q32

Long Text

Anything else?

Kaka Point should have been looked at before those silly toilets on Balclutha, especially the Life Saving Club rooms.

Q33

Multi Choice

Do you support funding of the West Otago Vintage Museum?

Option 2 - I support Council funding of up to $200,000 for the West Otago Vintage Museum at a rating cost of $1.52
including GST per annum for every UAGC in the district for 25 years.

Q34

Long Text

Anything else?

West Otago heritage Vintage Museum is important to save out past.

Q35

Matrix

How important is it to fund initiatives to grow tourism?

Fund initiatives to grow tourism - 1

Q36

Long Text

Anything else?

Let tourism NZ do it. Ratepayers benefit very little from Tourists.

Q37

Long Text

Add your additional submission comments here.

I feel spending 15 Million on a new pool facility is not a wise decision during this economic environment revamping
the existing pool would free up spending for other projects, none of the Councilors who voted for it did so with any
idea on how much debt the Council was in and how much of a looming rate rise their rate payers were looking at.

Q38

File Upload

Upload any documents that support your submission here.
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