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We’re all backing
Our Place West 
Otago 

Message from the Mayor
Bryan Cadogan

This is West Otago’s turn to go through the formal 
process of collectively determining the priority projects 
for this area. It’s time to dream and to have the courage 
to think big and establish further foundations to a 
brighter future. If you want to help shape the future of 
West Otago for generations to come, then please get 
involved in this consultation process.

Like many of you, I have aspirations of how our district’s 
towns can look, both now and into the future, so I can’t 
stress enough the importance of what we’re trying to 
achieve here. 

Council is conscious of the cost to ratepayers, but 
also aware of the cost of doing nothing. It’s time 
we all talked about our vision and priorities for our 
community, listened to others and believed that, 
collectively, we can make a difference.

Message from the West Otago 
Community Board
Our community has always backed itself to achieve its 
goals. Now it’s our chance to shape a vision for ‘our place’ 
into the future. 

Have you ever thought ‘there’s a better way to do this’ or 
‘wow, we do that well, I’d hate to see it disappear’? If so, 
then now is the time to get involved and have your say.

Councillor Ken Payne

Councillor Alison Ludemann Councillor Bruce Vollweiler

Councillor Gaynor Finch

Councillor Jo-Anne Thomson

Councillor Dane Catherwood

Councillor John Herbert Councillor Lloyd McCall

Councillor Mel Foster 

Deputy Mayor Stewart Cowie

Councillor Bruce Graham

Councillor Selwyn Wilkinson

Councillor Wayne Felts Councillor Carol Sutherland

“We’ve set a direction to promote living 
and working in the Clutha District. But 
what does that actually mean for West 
Otago?”

We want to take 
the lead and we’ve 
got some ideas and 
options we want to 
talk about 

We’re talking plans, 
partnerships, and 
projects for West 
Otago 

So what is this document 
about? 

They centre on what 
Council can do with 
key facilities and 
areas in West Otago. 

How can we work 
with groups and 
the community to 
help make things 
happen? 

We have some options, 
and want to ask: 

• What do you think of 
them? 

• Which ones are 
priorities? 

• What other 
ideas should be 
considered? 

We are developing a specific 
community plan which will 
identify some key projects 
to make West Otago a more 
attractive place to live, work 
and visit. This document 
focuses on key themes 
which could be included in 
the Our Place West Otago 
Plan. You are invited to tell 
us what priority projects you 
think we should be focusing 
on.



TELL US 
WHAT YOU 
THINK…
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Let’s talk
Community facilities
WHY IS THIS BEING CONSIDERED?

West Otago has some key public reserves and green 
spaces that provide a focal point for the community, 
with amenities such as playgrounds, playing fields 
and halls. There is also a pool at Tapanui which is 
community-owned and located on school grounds. 
How do we make the most of these assets, to 
encourage people to live and work here?

Council has previously said that it will prioritise 
investment into the more utilised reserves, to create 
vibrant public spaces throughout the District. Some 
suggestions for West Otago’s public reserves are listed 
below. We would like to know what you think, and 
which ones should be priorities. We’d like to know what 
other ideas you have for these important public spaces, 
as well as the community facilities located on them. 

OPTION 1: A DESTINATION PLAYGROUND

The existing playground on Bushyhill Street is well-used 
by local children and has a mix of older and relatively 
new play equipment. Potential options for this reserve 
include installing new equipment to complement or 
replace the existing structures, or upgrading the public 
toilets.  

OPTION 2: ADDITIONAL RECREATIONAL   
FACILITIES 

Would an additional recreational facility help to make 
West Otago a more desirable place to live, work and 
play? A potential option is to create a skate park or 
a pump track. Should this type of development be a 
priority, and where could it be located? How could 
Council help the community to make this happen?

OPTION 3: COMMUNITY HALLS/RESERVES

Across West Otago, there are reserves and facilities which 
fulfill a critical role in small communities – often they are 
the only public meeting places for many kilometres. 

The local community plays an essential role in 
maintaining these reserves and facilities, and we’d 
like to know more about your hopes and ambitions 
for the future. How can these facilities be sustained 
at a reasonable level? What improvements should 
be undertaken? How can Council help to ensure any 
improvements can occur?

How do we make the most of 
our community facilities, to 
encourage people to live and 
work here?

Which of the ideas listed above 
should be a priority? 

What other ideas do you 
have for our important public 
spaces?

West Otago Community Centre

Waipahi Community Centre
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Let’s talk 
Opportunities for development 

There may be other opportunities to provide additional 
land for residential development, although there are 
limited areas of land owned by Council in Tapanui and 
West Otago (see map on following page).

INDUSTRIAL OR COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Freeing up land for industrial or commercial 
development (similar to Council’s Rosebank Industrial 
Park development in Balclutha) could enable existing 
businesses to expand or help to attract new businesses or 
tradespeople to set up in the area. Should this be a focus 
area for Council? Where should this occur?

LAND USE ZONING

There may be opportunities to rezone land in and 
around Tapanui to allow for additional development, 
expansion or growth of the township, or for changes 
in land-use. This would require a separate District Plan 
change process. Your feedback can help to inform such 
a process, so please let us know your thoughts. Is more 
land required for development and/or expansion? What 
other factors should be considered - e.g., the impact of 
natural hazards?

AFFORDABLE HOME AND LAND PACKAGE 

Council is currently supporting the ‘Kai Build’ program in 
Kaitangata. Several new houses have already been built 
on empty sections in that town, and with the assistance 
of the Tindall partnership, additional new homes are 
being built. It may be possible to adopt a similar program 
in West Otago, and we’d be keen to hear your thoughts 
on this. Community leadership would be critical to the 
success of such a project.  

INFRASTRUCTURE 

Are there any projects Council should consider in terms 
of improving or creating new infrastructure? How would 
this encourage development in West Otago? Examples 
might include Three Waters or roading projects.

WHY IS THIS BEING CONSIDERED?

The number of people living in West Otago has 
gradually increased in recent years, and the area has 
a low unemployment rate, with good opportunities 
to work in the agricultural and forestry industries. 
Although 14 new homes have been built in West Otago 
over the last three years, many people still find it hard to 
find a house to purchase or rent.  

CENSUS 
DATE

WEST OTAGO WARD 
POPULATION

TAPANUI TOWNSHIP 
POPULATION

2006 2,232 744

2013 2,169 723

2018 2,289 789

Housing and work opportunities go hand in hand - 
more quality housing development would help to 
attract people to live and work here, and a wide range of 
employment opportunities is crucial to ensuring future 
growth. 

The Our Place West Otago Community Plan will help 
Council and the community take a more proactive 
approach and will include projects which make it easier 
for people to live and work in West Otago. We’d like to 
hear your thoughts on these, or any other ideas you may 
have. 

Some potential options to enable additional 
development in West Otago are outlined below.

HANCOX PARK DEVELOPMENT

Land availability is a potential barrier to new housing 
development, particularly in Tapanui. Council has been 
proactive in making land available for development in 
other towns around the district, so why not in Tapanui? 
A potential option is to enable residential development 
at Hancox Park, a 14,000m2 area of Council-owned land 
on Warwick Street. 
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How important is it to 
protect the landscape and 
environment of the West Otago 
area?

What are your suggestions for 
additional work or initiatives 
to protect and enhance the 
landscape and environment 

Key reserves and community assets in Tapanui

Let’s Talk
Landscape and environment

The natural environment is one of the key factors which 
make this an attractive place to live and work, and 
projects which aim to enhance it are likely to form an 
important part of the Our Place West Otago Community 
Plan.

West Otago is an attractive area, with the Blue 
Mountains to the east, rugged hill country to the north, 
and rolling foothills and broad flood plains in between. 
Together with the Pomahaka River and other smaller 
waterways, these elements combine to form a scenic 
and highly valued physical environment. 

The natural environment has been significantly 
modified over time – owing to the impacts of forestry, 
farming, and other human activities. However, work 
is being undertaken locally to ensure environmental 
values are protected and enhanced. An example is 
the Pomahaka Water Care Group, which is developing 
innovative methods to improve water quality in the 
catchment.



6

Let’s 
Talk 
Walking and 
cycling
WHY IS THIS BEING CONSIDERED?

Some popular trails have been developed across Otago 
and New Zealand in recent years, and we’ve also seen 
increased demand for trails in the Clutha District. 
Residents have also told us that the development of 
walking and cycling links within and between our towns 
is a priority, and we have identified some possible 
options for West Otago. We want to know if these could 
work, what else could be done, and how we might work 
with the community to achieve what is best for this area.

We have identified some options that have potential to 
provide for tourism and recreation activities, and also 
link with key local facilities. There may be other options, 
and we’re keen to hear your suggestions

Options 2 and 3 would need to be driven by the 
community (with Council support), so finding people to 
lead projects like these would be critical. 

OPTION 1: CREATE A WALKING/CYCLING LOOP  
IN TAPANUI

This option would involve upgrading the surface of 
existing footpaths, creating new trails through reserves 
or alongside roads, or improving signage. Council and 
the community could undertake improvements over 
time to improve and extend the existing network. 

A potential route is shown on the map below, which 
could provide an opportunity for residents to get out for 
an evening stroll, walk the dog, or even get back on their 
bike. 

OPTION 2: A ‘DESTINATION’ WALKING/CYCLING  
TRAIL

With some stunning views and natural landscapes, there 
is potential to create a 20-30km ‘destination’ trail in West 
Otago. This could involve a circuit out of Tapanui, taking 
in some of the outstanding natural features nearby, such 
as wetlands, waterways, or mountains. Such a trail could 
create an attractive experience for visitors to West Otago, 
and form part of the destination marketing for the area.  

OPTION 3: MULTI-DAY ‘GREAT RIDE’

Neighbouring districts have benefited from cycleways 
such as the Clutha Gold and Around the Mountain Great 
Rides. There is potential to investigate and develop a 
multi-day trail through scenic West Otago, perhaps 
linking Beaumont and Lumsden via Tapanui. 

TELL US 
WHAT YOU 
THINK…

How important is it to improve 
opportunities for walking and 
cycling in the West Otago area?

What sort of trails should be 
developed - walking, cycling, 
short links or longer trails?

Potential Walking/ Cycling loop
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Let’ s Talk
Main street improvements
WHY IS THIS BEING CONSIDERED?

The look and feel of a town’s main street can create an 
important impression on people passing through, as 
well as short term-visitors, and long-term residents. 
An attractive main street with a positive atmosphere, 
regular activity and a range of destinations is more likely 
to become a focal/stopping point and more inviting to 
the public.

We have some suggestions for potential main street 
improvements in West Otago, and we’re keen to hear 
what you think of these, or any other ideas you may 
have. 

WHAT MIGHT THIS INVOLVE?

We have identified some options to start the discussion. 
What do you think of these? What else could be done? 

OPTION 1: UNDERGROUNDING POWER LINES

Burying the power lines has been described as ‘instant 
beautification’ for the main street. Removing the power 
poles and burying the powerlines would improve 
visibility and road safety for motorists and pedestrians. 
This option has helped to improve the streetscape in 
Balclutha and work is now underway in Milton. 

The option suggested here is to bury powerlines, 
remove existing power poles and wires, and erect new 

streetlights on Northumberland Street, Tapanui between 
Essex Street and the Four Square (about 160m). The 
cost of this work is estimated at $450,000 to $500,000. 
Such a project would most likely be funded through 
rates, although there may be options to secure external 
funding to help reduce the overall cost to ratepayers. This 
would be fully explored if this option went ahead.

OPTION 2: ‘TRIANGLE’ RESERVE 
IMPROVEMENTS 

There is potential to develop the grassed area at the 
intersection of Northumberland and Maple streets in 
central Tapanui. Ideas put forward by the community 
include an art installation, plantings, and seating. We’re 
keen to hear what you think of these suggestions, or any 
other ideas you may have. 

OPTION 3: OTHER MAIN STREET 
IMPROVEMENTS

This project could involve creating a more defined 
town entrance, or other main street improvements to 
encourage people to stop, have a break, and spend 
time and money locally. Work might include plantings, 
traffic-calming measures, sealing gravel areas, plantings 
or ‘welcome’ signage, Improvements would need to be 
in keeping with the rest of the urban environment and 
could be prioritised in the two largest settlements - 
Tapanui and Heriot.

OPTION 4: PUBLIC TOILETS

The existing public toilets on Suffolk Street in Tapanui 
are centrally located on a small, well-cared for reserve. 
Should Council investigate a major upgrade of this 
facility, or are they already ‘fit for purpose’? 

What role should Council play in providing public toilets 
in other locations like Heriot, Black Gully or Waipahi? 

Main Street, Heriot



“We’re ready to 
hear your views 
and suggestions. 
Now is the time 
to have your 
say...”
Bryan Cadogan

Clutha District Mayor 

What else do you 
think should be 
considered?

How can Council best work with the community 
to help make things happen? Some topics or 
ideas that have been put forward include:

GREENWASTE 

Council has agreed to find ways to reduce 
the level of green waste going to landfill, and 
options for its re-use (such as composting or 
shredding). Council staff can provide technical 
support to community groups who wish to 
develop their own greenwaste initiatives.  How 
might this work in West Otago?

WORKING AND TRAINING 
OPPORTUNITIES

What steps could be taken to help create 
opportunities for young people to train and 
work in the West Otago area?

A PUBLIC TRANSPORT OPTION LINKING 
TO OTHER TOWNS

Scan below to view the online survey form 

We’re keen to hear from you
WAYS TO FIND OUT MORE:

ON PAPER

Each page within this document has information that 
explains more about the ideas, issues and options. Use 
the form in the middle of this document to provide 
feedback.

ONLINE

You can find information online at www.cluthadc.govt.nz. 
You can also provide feedback via an online survey - use 
the QR code below.

ON FACEBOOK
Check out and like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/
Clutha-District-Council. 

ON THE PHONE
Contact us on 03 419 0265 or 0800 801 350 and talk to a 
member of our staff.

COME ALONG TO ONE OF OUR EVENTS AND TALK TO US 
THERE
Go to www.cluthadc.govt.nz for more information or 
contact us on 0800 801 350 to find out more.

CONTACT YOUR ELECTED MEMBER
Get in touch with John Herbert or Lloyd McCall or Mayor 
Bryan Cadogan: 

john.herbert@cluthadc.govt.nz  
lloyd.mccall@cluthadc.govt.nz
bryan.cadogan@cluthadc.govt.nz

You can also provide feedback, or find out more via the 
West Otago Community Board:
Barbara Hanna (Chair) 

P: 03 204 8616, or 
E: bhanna@bmc.school.nz
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