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Archaeological Assessment of Proposed Mount Stuart Wind Farm 

1.  INTRODUCTION AND BAC KGROUND 

NZ Windfarms Limited proposes to construct a small wind farm on a property at Mount Stuart, near Waitahuna, South Otago. 

The wind farm will be situated on Section 54 Block IV Table Hill Survey District. This location is known to have been the site of 

a survey mark from the mid-late nineteenth century. 

 

Southern Pacific Archaeological Research (SPAR) was commissioned to prepare an archaeological assessment of this 

proposed development in relation to the statutory requirements of the Historic Places Act 1993 and the Resource 

Management Act 1991. 

2.  LEGISLATIVE ENVIRONM ENT 

There are two main pieces of legislation in New Zealand that regulate work affecting archaeological sites. These are the 

Historic Places Act 1993 (HPA) and the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA).  Their relevance to the proposal is 

summarised as follows: 

HPA   

The New Zealand Historic Places Trust (NZHPT) administers the HPA.   The HPA contains a consent (authority) process for any 

work affecting archaeological sites, where an archaeological site is defined as:  

Any place in New Zealand that  

(a)  Either ς  

(i) was associated with human activity that occurred before 1900; or  

(ii) is the site of the wreck of any vessel where that wreck occurred before 1900; and  

(b)  Is or may be able through investigation by archaeological methods to provide evidence relating to the history of 
New Zealand (HPA section 2)  
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Any person who intends to carry out work that will damage, modify or destroy an archaeological site, or to investigate a site 

using invasive archaeological techniques, must first obtain an authority from the Historic Places Trust.  The process applies to 

sites on land of all tenure including public, private and designated land.  The HPA contains penalties for unauthorised site 

damage or destruction. 

The archaeological authority process applies to all sites that fit the HPA definition, regardless of whether:  

ω  The site is recorded in the New Zealand Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme or registered by the 

Trust,  

ω  The site only becomes known about as a result of ground disturbance, and/ or  

ω  The activity is permitted under a district or regional plan, or a resource or building consent has been granted.  

RMA   

The Resource Management Act 1991 (s.6) identifies the protection of historic heritage from inappropriate subdivision, use 

and development as a matter of national importance (RMA Amendment Act 2003).  In carrying out their functions under the 

RMA local authorities must, in relation to managing the use, development, and protection of natural and physical resources, 

recognise and provide for ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ Ψƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜΩΦ 

Historic heritage is now defined in the RMA (by RMA Amendment Act 2003). Historic heritage is defined by the RMA (s.2) as 

follows:  

Historic heritage: 

(a) means those natural and physical resources that contribute to an understanding and appreciation of New Zealand's 
history and cultures, deriving from any of the following qualities: 

(i) archaeological: 

(ii) architectural: 

(iii) cultural: 

(iv) historic: 

(v) scientific: 

(vii) technological; and 

(b) includes - 

(i) historic sites, structures, places, and areas; and  

(ii) archaeological sites; and 

(iii) sites of significance to Maori, including wahi tapu; and  

(iv) surroundings associated with the natural and physical resources (RMA s.2) 

Local authorities have a responsibility to protect historic heritage within their district or region. Protecting historic heritage 

involves identifying historic heritage places, managing adverse effects and promoting the protection of heritage values in 

accordance with conservation principles (NZHPT 2004). 

3.  SCOPE OF WORKS 

NZ Windfarms Limited proposes to erect nine wind turbines on a small pocket of land immediately adjacent to Mount Stuart 

Road.  
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4.  SETTING  

The proposed wind farm is located at Section 54 Block IV Hillend Survey District and adjoins Mount Stuart Road which is west 

of the Manuka Gorge Highway (Figure 1).  

 
Figure 1.  General location of the proposed Mount Stuart windfarm. 

5.  HISTORICAL RESEARCH  

Historical survey plans were reviewed in order to identify whether there were any structures or items recorded during the 

nineteenth century. 

It is clear that Mount Stuart was used as one of the key triangulation points for the survey of Otago in 1857 and again in 1864 

(Fig. 2 and 3). 
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Figure 2.  Proposed design envelope. 

 
Figure 3.  1857 survey plan of the principal triangles of the trigonometrical survey (Mount Stuart is indicated by arrow). 


