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Dear Mr Russell 

Introduction 
NZ Windfarms Ltd proposes to construct and operate a wind farm on a 15 ha site, located on the ridgeline of 
Mount Stuart, Manuka Creek, South Otago, approximately 16 km due west of the township of Milton.  Up to 
nine turbines are proposed as part of the Mount Stuart Wind Farm development. Together the turbines will 
have a maximum installed capacity of approximately 6MW. 

An Assessment of Noise Effects report relating to the application has been prepared by NZ Windfarms Ltd 
(issued 4 November 2008).  Golder Associates (NZ) Ltd has been commissioned by NZ Windfarms Ltd to 
carry out a peer review of the assessment report.  The purpose of this review is to verify the findings of the 
report and to ensure that it addresses all relevant acoustic issues. 

This report is issued subject to the limitations set out in Attachment 1. 

Peer Review Comments  
The NZ Windfarms Ltd report entitled Proposed Wind Farm at Mount Stuart Assessment of Noise Effects, 
issued to us on 20 October 2008 has been reviewed in association with the following documents: 

 Vestas 660 kW Variable Slip Wind Turbine, V47-660 kW and V47-660/200 kW, Item no: 943111.R4, 
dated 02-05-00 – The Vestas V47-660 kW wind turbine specification; 

 New Zealand Standard NZS 6808:1998 Acoustics – The Assessment and Measurement of Sound from 
Wind Turbine Generators; and 

 MS Turbine sound Level.xls – Spreadsheet containing NZ Windfarms Ltd calculations. 

Our key comments in regard to the report are as follows: 

We would agree with the conclusions of your report, based on the turbine manufacturer’s noise specification 
and acknowledging that the manufacturer’s specification states that an analysis of the noise from the V47-
660 kW turbine within a distance of 75 m has not indicated any clearly identifiable impulsive or tonal 
components.  However, we would note that the presence of any special audible characteristics from the 
turbines would incur a 5 dB penalty under NZS 6808:1998.  This standard references an objective method to 
determine whether a sound exhibits a tonal character and as such confirmation from the manufacturer of any 
selected turbine should be sought to ensure that this is met. 
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Yours Sincerely 

GOLDER ASSOCIATES (NZ) LTD 
 
 
 
 
           
Sean Flaherty John Cawley 
Acoustics Specialist Principal Acoustics Specialist 
 
SF/JC/sf 
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Attachment 1 - Report Limitations 
 
 
This Document has been provided by Golder Associates (NZ) Ltd (“Golder”) subject to the following 
limitations: 

(i) This Document has been prepared for the particular purpose outlined in Golder’s proposal and no 
responsibility is accepted for the use of this Document, in whole or in part, in other contexts or for 
any other purpose.  

(ii) The scope and the period of Golder’s Services are as described in Golder’s proposal, and are 
subject to restrictions and limitations.  Golder did not perform a complete assessment of all possible 
conditions or circumstances that may exist at the site referenced in the Document.  If a service is 
not expressly indicated, do not assume it has been provided.  If a matter is not addressed, do not 
assume that any determination has been made by Golder in regards to it. 

(iii) Conditions may exist which were undetectable given the limited nature of the enquiry Golder was 
retained to undertake with respect to the site.  Variations in conditions may occur between 
investigatory locations, and there may be special conditions pertaining to the site which have not 
been revealed by the investigation and which have not therefore been taken into account in the 
Document. Accordingly, additional studies and actions may be required.   

(iv) In addition, it is recognised that the passage of time affects the information and assessment 
provided in this Document.  Golder’s opinions are based upon information that existed at the time of 
the production of the Document.  It is understood that the Services provided allowed Golder to form 
no more than an opinion of the actual conditions of the site at the time the site was visited and 
cannot be used to assess the effect of any subsequent changes in the quality of the site, or its 
surroundings, or any laws or regulations.   

(v) Any assessments made in this Document are based on the conditions indicated from published 
sources and the investigation described. No warranty is included, either express or implied, that the 
actual conditions will conform exactly to the assessments contained in this Document. 

(vi) Where data supplied by the Client or other external sources, including previous site investigation 
data, have been used, it has been assumed that the information is correct unless otherwise stated. 
No responsibility is accepted by Golder for incomplete or inaccurate data supplied by others. 

(vii) The Client acknowledges that Golder may have retained subconsultants affiliated with Golder to 
provide Services for the benefit of Golder.  Golder will be fully responsible to the Client for the 
Services and work done by all of its subconsultants and subcontractors.  The Client agrees that it 
will only assert claims against and seek to recover losses, damages or other liabilities from Golder 
and not Golder’s affiliated companies.  To the maximum extent allowed by law, the Client 
acknowledges and agrees it will not have any legal recourse, and waives any expense, loss, claim, 
demand, or cause of action, against Golder’s affiliated companies, and their employees, officers and 
directors. 

(viii) This Document is provided for sole use by the Client and is confidential to it and its professional 
advisers. No responsibility whatsoever for the contents of this Document will be accepted to any 
person other than the Client.  Any use which a third party makes of this Document, or any reliance 
on or decisions to be made based on it, is the responsibility of such third parties.  Golder accepts no 
responsibility for damages, if any, suffered by any third party as a result of decisions made or 
actions based on this Document. 

 
 
 


